WESTWARD EXPANSION BOOK CLUB PACKETS
DUE FRIDAY, MARCH 9
CHOOSE AT LEAST TWO NEW VOCABULARY WORDS.

ALL: PREPARE FOR POST IT CHATS—USE BOOK CLUB PROMPTS, POHL’S THINK TO LEARN & MORE TO HELP YOU COME UP WITH AT LEAST ONE OF YOUR OWN HIGH ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS AND ADD YOUR IDEAS.
CADDIE WOODLAWN:  READ CHAPTERS 1-8

1. What did the Indians find so strange about Caddie?

2. What evidence showed that the Indians who lived near the Woodlawns were friendly towards white people?

3. How did the Civil War, which was fought primarily on the eastern seaboard, affect the families in western Wisconsin?

4. What had Mr. Woodlawn done to ensure the Indians’ friendship? How could this have caused problems for the pioneer families?

5. What was a circuit rider? Why do you think the communities in western Wisconsin did not have a permanent ministry?

6. How would you compare the Woodlawns’ life in Wisconsin with their former life in Boston?

7. How did all of the passengers and freight arrive in Dunneville? How often was this trip made?

8. Describe Dunneville, the town closest to the Woodlawn homestead.

9. Why was a silver dollar so valuable to Caddie?

10. What kind of lamp did the Woodlawns own? Why was it such a luxury?

11. What were the special autumn tasks of the Woodlawn children?

12. What was the difference between the children’s everyday wardrobe and their Sunday attire?

13. Why did the Woodlawn children have school in winter and summer?

14. Describe Caddie’s school.

15. Why did Mr. Woodlawn favor life in America over life in England?

A LANTERN IN HER HAND: READ CHAPTERS 1-13

1. Compare Abbie’s life with that of her ancestors.

2. Why did Abbie think her mother was old at the age of 37?

3. Why did Janet boast that Cedar Hills was “quite a place?”

4. How did the settlers respond to news of an impending Indians raid?

5. In the 1850’s, what caused people to summon a doctor?

6. What were Abbie’s responsibilities when she was eleven years old?

7. Describe the schoolhouse that Abbie attended as a girl.

8. How did Will Deal describe his old friend Abe Lincoln?

9. How was the iron horse a mixed blessing to Grandpa deal?

10. How did Mr. Matthews keep his son out of the army?

11. Describe the country wedding of Abbie and Will.

12. Why did Will want to move his wife and child to Nebraska? Why didn’t Abbie want to go?

13. What was the geography of the land that Will had chosen for their new home?

14. Who were the Indians who inhabited the land near the Deals? Were they friendly or unfriendly?

15. What were the major dangers to settlers on the prairies?

16. What signified that the Stone Creek settlement had become the town of Cedartown?

17. How did the country’s economy in 1873 affect Will and Abbie?

THE LIGHT IN THE FOREST: READ CHAPTER 1-6

1. How had a fifteen year old white boy come to live with an Indian tribe?

2. Why were the volunteer white soldiers willing to risk their lives going into Indian territory?

3. Why had the Indians agreed to give up their white adopted sons and daughters?

4. What feelings had developed between the adopted whites and the Indians?

5. Why did Little Crane and Half Arrow think whites were inferior to Indians?

6. How do we know the past relations between the dealaware and Mohawk Indians had been unpleasant?

7. How did True Son describe Fort Pitt?

8. What was the strategic importance of Fort Pitt?

9. What were some of the qualities of the white men’s civilization that disturbed True Son?

10. What was the basis for the mutual mistrust between whites and Indians?

SHANE: READ CHAPTERS 1-4

1. Describe the western town where this story took place.

2. Describe the Starrett house and their building plans for the future.

3. What does the stump symbolize?

4. What was the conflict in philosophy between Joe Starrett a farmer and the ranchers?

5. What was the role of the peddler in the territories?

6. What fact about Shane puzzled Bob most that made him different from all of the other men in the territory?

7. What does Shane mean when he says, "Yes. That's the best piece of stump I ever tasted"?
8. Bob felt that Shane would never be a farmer. Explain.

9. Why was it peculiar that Shane never carried a gun? 

10. Describe Shane's gun? 

11. Why does Joe Starrett caution Bob not to get liking Shane too much?

