WESTWARD EXPANSION BOOK CLUB PACKET #2

DUE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4
All:  Continue explaining how historical events fit into the lives of the main characters. PREPARE FOR POST IT CHATS USING HIGH ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS.
Caddie Woodlawn Chapters 9-15

1. Why did the settlers panic over the tavern rumor of a possible Indian attack even though they had lived in peace with their Indian neighbors?

2. How did the Woodlawns and their neighbors prepare themselves for the possible Indian raid?

3. What was an Indian scalp belt?  Were Indians still in the practice of collecting scalps on a belt? Explain.

4. In what ways were Caddie’s feelings about the Indians different from those of most of her neighbors?

5. Being brave and daring are not exactly the same thing. Caddie, Warren and Tom were daring when they went ice skating. Caddie and John showed bravery during the Indian massacre scare. Describe these incidents and explain how being brave and daring differ.

A Lantern in Her Hand Chapters 14-23

1. Why did many of the western settlers return to the East during the 1870’s?

2. What kinds of social activities developed among the growing number of settlers in Cedartown?

3. What was the significance of fences and roads to prairie dwellers?

4. Why did Abbie want Margaret to leave home at the age of sixteen and go to the newly formed Academy?

5. Why was completion of the railroad to Lincoln, Nebraska important to Cedartown?

6. How were the lives of the second generation prairie children different from their parents?

The Light in the Forest Chapters 7-11

1. Why did True Son feel like he was among enemies as he slept in his parents’ home the first night?

2. Were scalpings purely an Indian means of attack? Provide evidence for your answer.

3. Why did John’s father and uncles feel like they were at a political disadvantage with the Indians in Pennsylvania?

4. What evidence of slavery was found outside Paxton township?

5. How did Reverend Elder try to counter John’s arguments against the savagery of the white settlers?

6. What was the division of labor like in an Indian tribe?

Shane Chapters 5-10

1. What advantage would the railroad be to cattle ranchers?

2. Why did the newly won government contract make Lucus Fletcher want the entire range?

3. Why did the homesteaders feel threatened even though they had legal rights to their land?

4. How had the town near the Staretts’ homestead taken shape?

5. Why did the ranch hands, Shane and Joe Starrett take the law into their own hands at the saloon?

6. Why did the townspeople begin to shift their allegiances away from Fletcher and become more sympathetic to the homesteaders?
