Structures to teach for Comparative Essay Structure

I would begin teaching structure of comparative essay for ELA Day 3 by reviewing both essays from the Acuity.  Even if you went over it already, now go back to it with a different lense for structure.  I would complete a shared writing of the essay up on the smartboard, type it up, and label each part so that it can serve as a mentor throughout the unit and help build independence.  Have them keep it on their desks when writing comparative essays and then slowly wean them off of it.  They should always match up their future comparative essays with their mentor as to make sure they’ve included all aspects and look to see how to make it better.

Structure One:

· Introduction (paragraph 1) Summarizing how both stories connect (insert connection from question)

· Answer Bullet 1 (paragraph 2) using evidence from both texts

· Answer Bullet 2  (paragraph 3) using evidence from both texts

· Conclusion (paragraph4) (or answer bullet 3 if there is one and then create conclusion)

In both stories…..   (intro)

(Restate bullet 1)    For instance…. In story one….    On the other hand… in story two…..    Both of these examples show how……

(Restate bullet 2)   For instance…. In story one….    On the other hand… in story two…..    Both of these examples show how……

In conclusion….   

Structure two:  (This structure only works when the question asks them to compare and contrast)

· Introduction   (paragraph 1)

· Differences   (paragraph 2)

· Similarities   (paragraph 3)

· Conclusion   (paragraph 4)

Structure three:  (probably the easiest of structures)  This structure works great when the bullets to the open response are not specific as to the different questions they must answer within their essay.  

· Introduction- Summarizing how both stories connect (insert connection from question) and answer question

· Evidence from text one to support question 

· Evidence from text two to support question

· Conclusion 

