
REVISING: DIALOGUE

Revision strategies:  Adding Details/Dialogue

Link:  Today we will continue revising by using these two strategies:  adding details and dialogue.

Teach:  Listen to first paragraph vs. the second:

The cat fell off the roof.

The little kitten was shivering. The ice storm caught it by surprise. It had climbed up onto the slate roof. It was hard to get a footing and it slid right off.

 

Details:  Slowing down action. Think about it in a certain way. Details of the shivering kitten. We can see it unfold in front of us.  Think about a time or day.  What was the weather like?  Describe sounds, smells. Describe what things looked like and who was there. Sensory imagery is important. Do what you can to bring your reader into the story. Try adding details to a paragraph of a previously written piece of add something you are in the middle or just starting.

Using Dialogue


· Dialogue is used to recreate conversation
· It tells us how people treat each other
· Reveals the personality of the characters by the way they talk
· Creates immediacy
· Dialogue uses real expressions as close to the truth as possible
· Try finding a place in your story to add dialogue to enhance the big idea or show your characters’ personalities
Adding Narrative:


· Find places where you have too much dialogue
· Stop the conversation
· Describe the setting/scenery.
· Tell us more about the problem/conflict
· Describe the characters with more details
· Go inside the character’s head and describe what the main character is thinking/feeling and why!
· Return to the conversation when you think you have provided enough background information/details!


A PLETHORA OF REVISION STRATEGIES:
RULES FOR PARAGRAPHING:
PLEASE FOLLOW THESE AS YOU REVISE YOUR MEMOIRS-When to use paragraphs in narrative writing:


· New characters come along
· New event happens; new idea is introduced
· New setting
· New person is speaking (new paragraph is needed everytime someone speaks and you use dialogue)
· Movement in time (forward or backward)
· Movement in place
Why do we revise?:
:  Why do we revise?  We must ask ourselves several questions as we go through these stages:


· What is the message or big idea of this piece?
· Where do I get the message across?
· What are the best parts?  Be specific.  Find best lines or sections.
· Where is it confusing?
· How can it be changed?
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