

REALISTIC FICTION OUTLINE DUE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4
FIRST DRAFT: DUE MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
SECOND DRAFT: MONDAY, DECEMBER 16

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK (REAL BOOK) BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19TH)

REMEMBER: PLOT IS THE SERIES OF RELATED EVENTS THAT MAKE UP A STORY.

· The introduction tells who the main character or characters are and what the conflict-problem is.

· The goal is what the main character hoped to achieve. It is what he or she wanted most to happen in the story.

· In the climax, the main character or character makes a final decision or choice that settles the conflict. It is also known as the pivotal moment-turning point. The climax usually comes just before the conflict is resolved.

· In the resolution, the writer suggests what the characters feel or do, now that the conflict is over. (It is the ending of the story that tells how the problem is finally resolved and what happens next for the main characters).

· The theme is the main idea or lesson that a story expresses or teaches its readers about life. Consider what is the theme-moral-message-big idea of your story?  How will you show it to the readers?

You will carefully consider how each of the above elements applies to the realistic fiction story you are writing. Complete each question-section carefully. This will help you write a well written story.

1. Describe what happens at the beginning of the story. Describe the main conflict or problem facing the protagonist.  Describe the type of conflict (character vs. self, nature, fate, society, vs. character). Describe the conflict.

2. Describe the complications that arise. Describe at least three complications or obstacles that stand in the way of the character getting what he or she wants. Describe the tough choices or decisions he or she must make.

3. What is the climax-turning point? Describe the final choice or decision the protagonist makes that settles the conflict-dilemma.

4. Once the conflict is resolved, how is the character feeling? What does he or she do now that the conflict is over? How does the story finally end (and get resolved?)

5. What is the theme-message? How will you show this to your readers?

6. Describe the main character (physical description-background information including family life-personality traits-behavior and feelings). Use bullets and list at least four entries in each category.

7. Brief plot description. At first, but then and finally…

8. Describe movement in time.  How long does it take this story to unfold and be told?

9. Describe the time and place of your story (setting). Be as descriptive as possible. (Avoid words like “nice” & “happy.”)

10. Describe the major changes-transformations that happen in the story and to your protagonist. (You may want to do this in a before and after chart or in narrative format. Try to write at least a paragraph with important details).

YES, THIS IS A LOT OF WORK. BUT THE MORE THINKING, CARE AND DETAILS YOU PUT INTO THIS NOW, THE EASIER IT WILL BE TO WRITE YOUR STORY. REMEMBER, THE BEST STORIES ARE BASED ON REAL LIFE EXPERIENCES THAT WE ADD WITH INTERESTING DETAILS. THEY ARE ALSO BASED ON PEOPLE WE KNOW INCLUDING OURSELVES. GOOD LUCK. WE WILL PUBLISH THESE STORIES IN BARE BOOKS AND SHARE THEM AT A SPECIAL CLASS BREAKFAST ON  FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20TH SO GET STARTED!!! ONCE YOUR TEACHER HAS SEEN YOUR OUTLINE, YOU MAY START DRAFTING. FIRST DRAFTS ARE DUE MONDAY, DECEMBER 9. FINAL DRAFTS (BOOKS) ARE DUE ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20TH. 
