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What Are Poems Made of? Craft and Structure
5R4: Determine the meaning of words, phrases, figurative language, academic, and content- specific 
words and analyze their effect on meaning, tone, or mood. (RI&RL)
5R5: In literary texts, explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to determine the 
overall structure of a story, drama, or poem. (RL)

 

I can read a poem with power by identifying the main 
idea and by discerning between tone and mood.

1) As you read each stanza (each chunk of the poem) 
think, “Who and what was this stanza mostly about?”  Stop 
and jot your main idea.
2) At the end of the poem, look across all of you mini main 
idea sentences and think, “Who and what was this 
WHOLE poem mostly about?”

Essential Question:
How does each stanza in a poem build on the one before 
it?
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Readers know that many poems tell stories.  But poems 
usually look different from stories.  Most poems are written in 
short lines.  When the lines are grouped together, 
the group of lines is called a stanza.  Like the chapters in a 
story, the main ideas in stanzas build on each other.  
When you learn to see how a poem is built, you will better 
understand how the ideas in stanzas build on each other like 
a story.  This will help you understand the meaning of the 
poem.

I can read a poem with power by identifying the 
main idea and by discerning between tone and 
mood.
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TONE is simply the author’s attitude 
toward the subject.  

You can recognize the tone/attitude 
by the language/word choices the 
author uses.  His language will reveal 
his perspective/opinion (that is, 
whether it is positive/negative) about 
the subject.

Tone must be inferred through the 
use of descriptive words.

REVIEW:

TONE is simply the author’s attitude toward the subject.  
You can recognize the tone/attitude by the language/word 

choices the author uses.  His language will reveal his 
perspective/opinion (that is, whether it is positive/negative) 
about the subject.

Tone must be inferred through the use of descriptive words.
MOOD is the overall feelings or emotions that are 

created IN THE READER. 

The “power of the pen” can move mountains.  

Authors “move” their readers’ moods through their 
choice of words and level of detail.

I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.
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Where have you heard the word stanza 
before? 

Can anyone think of any poems they’ve read 
or heard before?

. 

I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and 
by discerning between tone and mood.

Poets often write about subjects that they strongly revere.

What does it mean to have reverence for a subject?



March 5, 2019

How can we assess ourselves today?

I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea 
and by discerning between tone and mood.

5. THINK: How does the author feel towards his subject?

6. THINK: How does the poem make me feel and wny?
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I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.
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I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.

By reading these two stanzas, what can we conclude

about the way the author feels about the subjects?

What words help us figure it out?

As a result, what is the main idea of these two stanzas?
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I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.

Once we identify the main idea of a poem and discern between its 
tone and mood, it is easier to complete test prep questions based 
on it. Let's try these together:
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I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.
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I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.

With your turn and talk partner, design your own test prep

question with four choices based on this poem. Stop and jot:

(You have three minutes to do this). SHARE.

Your turn. Come up

with your own test prep

question based on this 

poem. (Stop and jot).
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I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.

So how can identifying the main idea of a poem and 
discerning between tone and mood help you read a poem 
with power?
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Independent Practice: As you read Dreams 
and Dreams Deferred you need to...

1) Read each stanza (each chunk of the poem) and think, 
“Who and what was this stanza mostly about?”  Stop and jot 
your main idea sentence in the box below for each stanza.  
2) At the end of the poem, look across all of you mini main 
idea sentences and think, “Who and what was this WHOLE 
poem mostly about?”
3.) Think about how the author feels towards the subject and 
why? Then think how the poem makes you feel and why?

Then you will answer the questions in the 
packet.

I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.
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I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and 
by discerning between tone and mood.

I can deepen my understanding of poetry by comparing and 
contrasting two poems by Langston Hughes and by identifying 
their mood, tone and theme with text based evidence and 
inferring. (Dreams and Dreams Deferred).

What is Mood?

The feeling created by the text in the reader.

What is Tone?

The attitude expressed by the author/writer about the subject.

What is Theme?The author's message or lesson about life and 
humanity

A Dream Deferred

by Langston Hughes 

What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up 

like a raisin in the sun? 

Or fester like a sore-- 

And then run? 

Does it stink like rotten meat? 

Or crust and sugar over-- 

like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags 

like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?
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I can read a poem with power by identifying the main idea and by 
discerning between tone and mood.

Dreams- Hold fast to dreams 

For if dreams die 

Life is a broken-winged bird 

That cannot fly. 

Hold fast to dreams 

For when dreams go 

Life is a barren field 

Frozen with snow.

Langston Hughes
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What kinds of dreams do you think the author of the poem had?

Do you think this poem could be talking to other people about their 
dreams too?

Tone is the writer's attitude toward the subject he or she is writing 
about. On the other hand, mood is the feeling the reader gets when 
reading something. How can you best describe the tone and mood 
of this poem?

What is the theme or message of this poem? GIVE SPECIFIC TEXT 
EVIDENCE.

How does it "speak" to you about the dreams you have in life?

Life is a broken winged bird that cannot fly is what kind of figurative 
language?

Why do you think the author made this comparison?

What does barren mean?

Why do you think the author made this comparison?
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Life is a broken winged bird that cannot fly is what kind of figurative 
language?

Why do you think the author made this comparison?

What does barren mean?

Why do you think the author made this comparison?

Dreams Deferrred Dreams are awesome things, and we can chat 
about them until the cows come home. But are dreams really 
dreams if they are never pursued? In "Harlem," the speaker 
discusses the darker underbelly of poems; that is, he wonders what 
happens when dreams are ignored or "deferred." The result is not 
too pretty. 

Questions About Dreams, Hopes, and Plans

1.    Dreams come in all shapes and sizes. What kind of dreams do 
you think our speaker is thinking about? 

2.    What does it mean to defer a dream? 

3.    Our speaker offers several possible answers to his first 
question. Which of these answers do you think he believes in most? 

4.    Why does our speaker choose the word "deferred" over words 
like "ignored," "postponed," or "forgotten?" 

5.    In your experience, what happens to a dream deferred? 

6.    Why do you think Langston Hughes structured this poem in the 
way he did? 

8.    Why does our speaker answer questions with questions? 

VISIT THE FOLLOWING WEBSITE ON SMARTBOARD:  http://
www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/hughes/aa_hughes_subj.html
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Independent 
Practice:
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