

Due TUESDAY, JANUARY 10
Plot is the series of related events that make up the story.

The introduction tells who the main character (s) are and what the conflict or problem is.

Complications develop as the characters struggle with different possible solutions.

In the climax, the main character (s) make a final decision that settles the conflict. (It is the turning point or “aha moment.”)

The story ends with the resolution; the writer suggests what the characters feel or do, now that the conflict is over.

Part One:  Describe what happens in the beginning of the story. Describe the main conflict or problem the protagonist (main character) is facing. Identify the type of conflict it is. (Character vs. character, character vs. self, character vs. fate, character vs. nature, character vs. society). Describe the conflict.

Part Two:  Describe the complications that develop. Describe at least three complications that the main character has to face. Describe the choices he or she has to make. (ex: he or she must decide to do ______________ or _________________. Ultimately, he/she decides to ____________________________ because _________________________________________). 
Part Three:  What is the climax-turning point in your story? Describe the final decision or choice the protagonist makes to settle the conflict-dilemma.

Part Four:  Describe the movement in time.  How long does it take for the story to unfold and be told?

Part Five:  What is the important theme-message of your story? Give specific text evidence to support it.

Part Six:  Describe the major changes-transformations that happen in the story and to your protagonist.  (You may wish to do a “before-after” chart or write in narrative format. This part should be at least one long paragraph with important details and at least two specific examples of change).



	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content
	Selected a “just right” book; carefully answers each section with thoughtful and critical responses. 
	Selected a “just right” book; mostly answers each section carefully with mostly thoughtful and critical responses.
	Book may or may not be “just right;” some responses are vague and may need more reflection and critical responses.
	Book is not “just right;” most responses are vague and are lacking reflection and critical thinking.

	Mechanics
	Literary response is carefully proofread for word choice, grammar, sentence structure, capitalization and punctuation. There are no or only one or two minor errors.
	Literary response is mostly carefully proofread for word choice, grammar, sentence structure, capitalization and punctuation. There may be one or two minor errors or one major error.
	Literary response is not carefully proofread for word choice, grammar, sentence structure, capitalization and punctuation. There may be many minor errors and two or three major errors.
	Literary response is not proofread at all for word choice, grammar, sentence structure, capitalization and punctuation. There are both several minor and major errors contained.

	Presentation
	Literary response is typed. There is a cover with a graphic or picture. Each section is carefully labeled. It is “neat and complete!”
	Literary response is typed or carefully hand written in ink. There may or may not be a cover. Most sections are carefully labeled. It is mostly “neat and complete!”
	Literary response is hand-written. There is not a cover. Some sections may not be carefully labeled. Some of it is not “neat and complete!”
	Literary response is carelessly hand-written. There is not a cover. Most or all sections are not carefully labeled. Most of it is not “neat and complete!”

	Voice
	I am trying to develop my own style in my work. I use lots of details, descriptions, expressions and figurative language when making my points. I engage the reader.
	I am trying to develop my own style in my work. I use some details, descriptions, expressions and figurative language when making my points. I may engage the reader.
	My own style may or may not be evident. There needs to be more evidence of details, descriptions, expressions and figurative language when making my points. I could do a better job of engaging the reader.
	My own style is not evident at all. There is little evidence of details, descriptions, expressions and figurative language. I do not engage the reader.


