PEER CONFERENCES: TAKING A LOOK WITH A NEW SET OF EARS  & EYES 

Objectives – 

· Confer with peers

· Practice the roles of presenter and responder

· Listen to understand and learn

All writers need encouragement and feedback. If you are going to grow as a writer, you’ll want to know what you are doing well as well as get suggestions on how to improve your writing. 

Because the topic you have chosen is a personal one, you are so familiar with it that you may have left information out or neglected to explain something adequately. This is where a conference partner can help. A conference partner can tell you what he or she sees-, ask relevant questions and make helpful suggestions. By exchanging ideas, you can refine your writing.

Conferences can take place any time during the writing process, but early conferences focus more on content – such things as what should be changed, added, or deleted. 

*The Writer Prepares

The conference will be more productive if you come with specific questions and/or statements for your conference partner. Study the sample conference statements and questions  



Sample conference statements and questions  

	Writing Aspect
	What to notice about my writing
	Questions I have about my writing

	Purpose
	I want you to understand how important this person is to my life.
	What do you think my purpose is?

	Content
	I’m not sure all the information I’ve included is relevant.
	Is ___  part important to the story or should I leave it out?

	Organization
	I started with a flashback.
	Should I include some reflection at this point or wait until after I tell the story?

	Component: Leads and Endings
	I like my opening. It sets up suspense right from the beginning. I like my ending because it leaves the reader with an interesting thought.
	I’ve tried these two openings. Which one do you prefer?

What do you think of my lead and ending? Does it engage you and leave you with an interesting thought?

	Focus-Message
	My Dad is important to me. I hope it shows.
	Do I keep to the topic? If not, where do I stray?

	Audience
	I kept the wording simple because it written for young children.
	Would younger children understand my message? Would they be interested?

	Event
	This is the most exciting thing that has ever happened to me.
	Could you follow ____point? If not, what needs clarifying?

	Technique
	I used a lot of short sentences because I wanted the story to move quickly.
	Could you give me some suggestions on how to improve my dialogue?

	Word choice
	I’m afraid I might have used this word incorrectly.
	Which are my strongest verbs? Where could I improve my word choice?


* Preparing to conference 

Prepare any statements and questions you have about your writing on the conferences sheet. You may use some of the same questions from the sample or use your own.
Conference sheet: Print out. Prepare for conference and then add notes following your conference.
	                                            PEER CONFERENCE SHEET



	Name __________________________ Conference Partner_______________________

What to notice about my writing

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Questions I have about my writing

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Comments and suggestions my partner made

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Things I’d like to change

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________


	


Peer Conference Checklist

	
	Yes   No

	Have you pointed out some strengths in the writing?
	

	Are your comments and suggestions specific?
	

	Have you answered all the questions?
	

	Is there anything you don’t understand? If so, have you asked for clarification?
	

	Do you have any further suggestions?
	


*Responding to your partner

In this case, you are the reader, and it is your job to respond to someone else’s writing. This is a supportive role. By telling the writer what you see and by asking questions to clarify points, you will help improve your partner’s writing. 

You are ready to respond to your partner. 

Begin with a positive comment where you point out the strengths you see in the writing.

Next, answer any questions your partner has. In order to respond, you may have questions to ask as well. Go ahead and discuss your partner’s writing. Be sure your comments are specific. You may also have suggestions. Be sure the suggestions you give are constructive.

Use the peer conference checklist to be sure you have remembered everything.

*Conference Notes

When your partner comments on your writing, be sure to keep notes. You will make reference to these notes as you revise your work.
Submit your conference notes to the Teacher.Conference Sheet

*Revising and Editing. your Personal Reflection

Revising:

Once your conference is over, you must decide what revisions you need to make. You are not obligated to heed all the suggestions your partner gives, but now that you understand how the reader perceives the writing, you may wish to add, delete, or clarify. 

Editing:

This is also the time to check basic language conventions. These include:

1.   Sentence Structure


· Sentence variety

· Sentences are complete (no sentence fragments)

· No run-on sentences

2. Usage

· Subject/verb agreement

· Pronoun/antecedent agree

· Subordination

· Word usage

· Verb tense

3. Mechanics

· Spelling

· Capitalization

· Punctuation

Once you have edited your writing, you are ready to share it with your teacher.

