Response to NEWS-CURRENT EVENTS ARTICLES
4th grade
	Criteria
(Qualities of Good Writing)
	        4
	   3
	   2
	  1

	Content

Includes both a summary and personal response to article

	In my summary, I have written about the most important details and information. (Includes who, what, when, where, why, how). Includes main idea-theme-angle with relevant evidence.  It is between 40 and 55 words. 
In my response, I include how the article makes me feel and why with supporting evidence. I include relevant connections (text to text, text to world, text to self) and I carefully explain connections. I include interesting info that makes me go “wow” and tell why
	In my summary, I have mostly written about important details and info. (includes at least four of who, what, when, where, why, how). It is between 35-50 words. It includes main idea with some supporting details.
In my response, I include a connection with some supporting evidence.  I include some interesting info that makes me go wow and may tell why
	I may have only included a response or summary. I included some important details info and left others out.  (2-3 of who, what, when, where, why & how) I may or may not have addressed the theme. My summary is less than 35 words. 
I may or may  not have included a connection with supporting evidence. I may or may not have included interesting info.
	I did not included any important details or information. I did not address theme-main idea-angle.  IMy summary is less than 35 words or not included at all. I did not make a connection or provide any text evidence or any interesting information.

	Elaboration

I supported my thinking 

	My writing contains many text based examples support an on-going idea, topic, or theme. These are explained in detail with my thinking.

	My writing contains several text based examples support an on-going idea, topic, or theme. These are explained in detail with my thinking.

	I tried to use text examples to support my ideas about the story.

	I did not use text examples to support my ideas about the story.



	Organization

My includes at 2-3 paragraphs
Each paragraph is at least 5 sentences and not more than 7 sentences
	My writing has a clear topic.  I used 2-3 paragraphs.  My paragraphs follow a logical sequence.  I included many transitional words.
	My writing has a clear topic.  I used 2 paragraphs.  My paragraphs follow a logical sequence.  I included some transitional words.
	I attempted to stay on topic.  I included at least one paragraph. Ideas may or may not connect.
	I wrote only a couple of sentences.

	Language Usage

I used exciting words and added voice

	My writing is very engaging.  My readers feel like I am talking to them.  My writing has more than 4 exciting or content specific vocabulary words.

	My writing is mostly engaging.  There are parts where my reader feels like I am talking to them.  I included at least 3 exciting or content specific vocabulary words.

	My writing is somewhat engaging but there are parts that are confusing.  I used one or two exciting vocabulary words and I tried to speak directly to my reader.


	My writing is not engaging to the reader because it does not have exciting vocabulary words and I did not speak directly to my reader.


	Mechanics

Capitals, Spelling, grammar, and punctuation

	My writing contains correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, complete complex sentences and correct use of capitalization.
	My writing contains few spelling and grammar errors; and has correct punctuation and complete sentences.
	My writing contains some spelling and grammar errors; most sentences have correct punctuation and are complete.  I used simple sentences. 
	My writing is hard to read and contains many spelling and grammatical errors.



