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Writing
Narrative Writing

Establishing a tone is essential to writing a good narrative. Tone
is the writer’s attitude toward the subject of the narrative, which
can be developed through careful word choice. Examples of
tone include serious, playful, optimistic, or pessimistic.

Tone helps to establish a mood in the writing. Mood is the
feeling or atmosphere that a writer creates forreaders. Tone
can help a reader determine feelings about certain characters,
events, or actions within the narrative.

In “How the Stars Fell into the Sky,” the writer creates a
respectfultone toward First Woman. The tone shifts with the
introduction of Coyote. Tone is indicated through precise,
striking word choice.
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Narrative Writing

Anarrative is a story or account of real or imagined
events. Each eventis presented in a clear sequence that
unfolds naturally. Details about the events help readers
visualize the characters, setting, and action of a narrative.

* What event or experience is being narrated?
* Who is narrating? Who are the characters?

» Does the writer use concrete words and phrases to describe
the event or experience? Do the words appeal to the senses?

* How do transitional words connect events or experiences?
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Narrative Writing

Good narrative writing contains a clear sequence of events. To
make the sequence, or order, of events clear, Writers include
transitional words such as first, next, then, and finally. They
may also use transitional phrases, such as in the morning or in

the evening. These words and phrases help readers to clearly
understand where and when events happen.

« What sequence words does the writer use to show the beginning of

theaction?
« What sequence words lead the reader to understand what will

happen next?
« How does the writer use sequence words to keep the action moving

forward?
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Narrative Writing

Awriter uses sensory details—details that come from the five
senses (sight, touch, taste, smell, hearing}—to create images.
Images help readers to precisely envision experiences and
events. The sentence “The sweet-smelling strawberry dripped
red juice” contains images that appeal to the senses of smell
and sight. Sensory details and images can help to create
setting or to describe characters or objects.

+What can you leam about the characters and events from the
sensory details?

+Which senses do the sensory details appeal to?
+How do the sensory details help to make the story engaging?
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Narrative Writing

When writing a narrative, a writer develops characters through
dialogue, or words that characters say to each other. A writer
may also use description to develop experiences and events

and to show the responses of characters to situations. Dialogue

and description both help to enrich a narrative and help readers
understand characters and events.

« How does dialogue help me to understand a character’s traits?

« How does dialogue help me see how characters react to situations?
« What vivid language does the writer use to describe characters’
actions and words?

<How do descriptions and vivid adjectives help me picture what is
happening?
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Narrative Writing

Good writers often use figurative language to describe
characters and events in fresh, original ways. Figurative
language is not meant to be interpreted literally. Rather, it
draws comparisons between ideas and images. Four types of
figurative language are similes, metaphors, personification,

and hyperbole.

+Asimileis a direct comparison that contains the words like or as. One
exampleis, “Pecos Bill was as bold as a lion.”

+ Ametaphor describes one thing as f itwere another: ‘Her smile was
sunshine.”

« Personification gives human characteristics to nonhumans, such as.
animals or objects: “The stars blinked out, goingto sleep one by one.”

*Hyperbole is an extreme exaggeration: It took five million years for the game
tobegin.”
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Narrative Writing
Before they begin writing, writers take the time to

plan and develop their narratives. Akey part of
developing a narrative is creating a plot, a series

of events that drive the story.

~The exposition focuses on the setting and the characters, helping to
establish a situation.

<During rising action, complications or problems are introduced.
~The climax occurs at the moment of greatest tension in the story.
The falling action describes what happens as a result of the climax.
~The resolution ends the story, tying up any loose ends.
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Narrative writers begin by orienting readers, or making
readers familiar with the characters and setting of

the story.

« Characters are the people or animals in a narrative. Setting is where
and when the narrative takes place. Events are actions and
occurrences that help to drive the narrative’s plot.

« In narrative writing, the writer usually begins by establishing a
situation. Writers often do this by introducing readers to a character,
setting, orevent.

- Writers also begin by providing engaging details that “hook” the
reader and make the reader want to read more.
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When writing a narrative, a writer develops characters through
dialogue, or words that characters say to each other. A writer
may also use description to develop experiences and events
and to show the responses of characters to situations. Dialogue

and description both help to enrich a narrative and help readers
understand characters and events.

Acharacter’s traits are the character’s qualities. A character’s
motivations are a character’s reasons for acting.

*When writing, what dialogue can | use to help reveal a
character’s traits?

+How can | use dialogue to show how characters react to
situations? '
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Narrative Writing

Narrative writing includes descriptive details
and a clear narrated flow of experiences or events.

«For a reader to understand a narrative text, the reader
must be able to understand the sequence, or order, of
events, which means thatthe
writer must provide details in a clear understandable
sequence.
+One way the writer provides events in a clear sequence
is through use of transitional words and phrases, such as
first, next, then, last, finally, after a while, and later.
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~,, Narrative Writing
Narrative writers provide conclusions to tell readers how the
main characters solve or resolve the problems presented by the
plotevents. In legends, conclusions reinforce the cultural
values of the groups of people who have told and retold the
stories over generations.

*How does the main problem or conflict of the story come to an end forthe
main character?

*Whatlesson does the main character leam as a result of the plot events?

+Whatvalues (honesty, strength, intelligence) are highlighted or celebrated by
the ending?
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Narrative Writing

Narrative texts such as Hiawatha tell a story and feature
characters and a plot. They also feature a narrator who tells
events. Additionally, narratives often contain an event
sequence that unfolds naturally.

« Characters are the people or animals in a narrative. Setting is where
and when the narrative takes place. Events are actions and
occurrences that help to drive the narrative’s plot.

«In narrative writing, the writer usually begins by establishing a
situation. Writers often do this by introducing readers to a character,
setting, or event.

« Writers also begin by providing engaging details that “hook” the
reader and make the reader want to read more.
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Narrative Writing

Narrative writing is a story or account of

events told by a person, character, or narrator.
Forms of narrative writing:
« Fiction is any type of work that is imaginary. Characters, plots, and
dialogue are made up from the writer’s imagination. Short stories, mysteries,
and essays areall forms of fiction.
« Legends are stories that have some basis in fact that have been handed
down by a people over many years. The events often explain events in
nature.
« Tall tales are imaginative and humorous stories sofull of exaggerated
descriptions and events that they are not believable. These stories might
include historical figures whose actions are exaggerated.
«Poems express ideas, sometimes with a specific rhyme or rhythm. Narrative
poems tell a story.
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Writing

Narrative Writing

Anarrative is a story, or an account of events.
Narratives can be told by a character in a story or by an
outside narrator. Narratives usually establish a situation

and introduce characters right away using descriptive

details.

Each event is presented in a clear sequence that
unfolds naturally. Writers often use transitional words,
such as first, next, then, or last, to connect each event.

Anarrative ends with a conclusion that explains
how the story ends.
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Narrative Writing
Narratives may include dialogue among characters.
Dialogue is one way for writers to develop and describe

events. Dialogue can also reveal more about what
characters are thinking and feeling.

+ What event or experience is being narrated?
+Who is narrating? Who are the characters?
+ Does the writer use dialogue to convey events?

* How do transitional words connect events or
experiences?
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Narrative Writing
Writers include a theme, or central message about life, in
narratives. Awriter may sometimes state a theme
directly, but more often theme is revealed through events

in a text. Readers can use quotations, or specific sections
oftext, to support their interpretation of the theme.

*What events occur on pp. 24 and 27?7
*What do the events reveal about Hiawatha?

*Whatis a theme of pp. 24-297





image6.png
Writin
Narrative Wr%ng e

Developing characters is essential to writing a good narrative. A characteris
an individual who takes partin the action of a story. Writers can introduce a
character by telling a name, describing physical appearance, and establishing
asituation o relationship forthe character.

+ Writers can then further develop the character by including dialogue and
by adding descriptive details aboutthe character's thoughts, feelings,
actions, and motivations.

+ Such details help explainwhy the character makes specific choices, says
certain things, or responds to events in a particular way.

Character development helps readers understand a character's traits. When
writing, students should think of details that will make their characters and
their characters’ motivations come alive for readers.

Anarrator is a speaker or characterwhotells a story. When a voice outside
the story narrates, the story has a third-person narator.




