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tropical storms and hurricanes are going to be stronger.”

Living on the Edge

What makes this prediction even scarier is the fact that so many people live near the beach.
Half the U.S. population lives within 47 miles of a coast. By 2010, 3 out of every 4 people are
expected to live that close to the ocean.

When big storms hit, homes built on the shoreline may be smashed into matchsticks. The
cost of insuring and rebuilding such homes is extremely high. Storm experts say it's not
worth the cost, or danger, and building near the shore should be outlawed.

“It's now pretty clear that a hurricane will come every year,” says Tim Eichenberg of the
Center for Marine Conservation. “To continue to allow people to build right on beaches is
just asking for trouble.”
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The trouble is not over. When Floyd faded, Gert—the next hurricane—was already hovering
in the middle Atlantic. Weary, soaked East Coast residents wondered whether they would
meet monster storms Harvey, Irene, Jose and Katrina. How many more before this year’s
hurricane season ends on November 30?
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A Monster Hurricane

In one city after another, the streets fell silent. Jacksonville, Florida. Charleston, South
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towns under gray skies. Empty homes with boarded-up windows lined silent, rain-drenched
streets. Miles of cars snaked slowly away, looking for higher ground and shelter. Nearly 3
million people along the East Coast had been ordered to pack up and get out last week. It
was the biggest evacuation in U.S. history.

What evil force could possibly drive so many people from their homes? Monster Hurricane
Floyd, a 600-mile-wide superstorm. Fearsome Floyd first whipped the islands in the
Caribbean Sea with 155-mile-per-hour winds. Then it hovered offshore near Florida, scaring
coastal residents silly as it whirled its way up the nation’s eastern shoreline.

Florida and Georgia were spared the worst of the storm, although Disney World was forced
to close for the first time in history! The hurricane gave birth to at least six tornadoes that
struck the Carolinas, along with up to 16 inches of rain. Floyd’s eye, or center, finally hit land
just before 3 Am. on September 16, bringing 110-mile-an-hour winds to a North Carolina town
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with the perfect name for such a scary landing: Cape Fear.

“They talk like this one is going to be pretty mean,” said Terry Hurley, as he hurried his
family into a Wilmington emergency shelter. The Hurleys had waited out previous hurricanes
at home, but they weren't taking any chances with Floyd. “It’s got everybody shook up.”

So How Bad Was It?

At least 17 deaths were blamed on Floyd. By the end of last week, officials were still figuring
out how much property the storm had destroyed, and expecting even more flooding. All
along the East Coast, school days and workdays were canceled or cut short. More than a
million people were without power; tens of thousands slept in emergency shelters; and
water sloshed everywhere. But the storm could have been much more deadly.

The last disastrous hurricane, Andrew, in 1992, killed 26 people and caused $25 billion in
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damage. Floyd did less harm, partly because everyone had plenty of warning. Floyd also
kept to a mostly offshore path. But many meteorologists saw its incredible size and strength
as proof that we are in an era of stronger and more frequent hurricanes.

Is the World Heating Up?

One vital ingredient of any hurricane is warm water to fuel its whipping winds. Since 1900,
the average temperature of the Atlantic Ocean has risen about 2 degrees.

Some scientists blame this temperature boost on global warming. Their theory: carbon
dioxide and other gases that pollute the atmosphere trap the sun’s heat close to the earth’s
surface. Others say the current hurricane cycle is the result of climate patterns. Whatever
the cause, most experts agree warmer oceans mean trouble. “If temperatures continue to
increase,” says Thomas Karl, director of the National Climate Data Center, “I'd bet that




