MEMOIR SELF ASSESSMENT CHECK LIST

As you are putting the finishing touches on your final draft and composing your Ten stories, ask yourself the following questions so you can receive a 4 on both of these activities:

Focus/Organization:

Do I stay on one topic?  _______

What is the topic?  ____________________________________________

Do I have an obvious message that shows understanding of what memoir is all about and do I reveal something about myself as a writer?

What is that message?  ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

What do I reveal about myself as a writer?  ______________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Drafting:

Have I re-written this at least one time?  ___________

What structure did I choose for this piece? (One major memory one scene, one memory multiple scenes, connected memories around a person or connected memories around an object and/or theme?

Why did I choose this structure?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Craft:

Have I gone inside the character’s head at least one time in this piece?  _______

Where __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Have I used dialogue at least once for conversation or to show characters thoughts? 
_____

Where it worked best ________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Did I attempt to use figurative language?  _______

Where it worked best ________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Did I try to use different kinds of paragraphing?  ________

Where I tried something new ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Did I try different strategies like stretching the moment, repetition, trying it like a mentor author?  ________

Strategies I used ___________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Editing:

Did I carefully look for spelling and capitalization?  ____

Did I place periods and commas where they belonged?  ______

Did I avoid run-on sentences and/or sentence fragments?  ______

Publishing/Presentation:

Did I make an effort to present my piece in a neat and error free manner to the best of my ability?  ___________

Explain why you are proud of this piece of writing
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

