

INTRODUCTION:  WHAT IS HOME?

Author Maya Angelou once said, “You can never go home again, but the truth is you can never leave home, so it's all right.”  Furthermore, poet T.S. Eliot noted, “Home is where one starts from.”  We are all products of where we began and where our roots are firmly planted. Home is not merely a place; it is a feeling. It is where we are comfortable. It is where we dream, scheme and build the foundation of our future. That “homey” feeling may not always be warm and fuzzy like a favorite pair of worn out slippers. But it is the place that shapes us, gives us direction as we set forth on the walk down the road of life. 
SECOND PARAGRAPH:  CONCRETE EXAMPLE NUMBER ONE WITH TRANSITION SENTENCE:

In the novel, House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros, the theme of home is apparent throughout the book.  In the first chapter we are first introduced to the concept of home. This new house on Mango Street is the first the family has owned. The main character and narrator Esperanza observes the benefits of having a home of her own. In the first chapter, we also learn about the narrator’s need to have a place of her own where she can dream and plan for her future. However, she is quick to point out that "it's not the house we thought we'd get." The house on Mango Street is far away from her old neighborhood; it was bought quickly when the family's old landlord refused to repair the water pipes. Therefore, Esperanza expresses her dissatisfaction that her parents promise to one day move into a real house was not fulfilled in on Mango Street. However, as we move forward in the story we will see how that even though the house on Mango Street was not always comfortable, the time Esperanza spent there, greatly impacted and shaped her life and the person she was to become.

THIRD PARAGRAPH: CONCRETE EXAMPLE NUMBER TWO:

In Elenita, Cards, Palm, Water, Esperanza visits the "witch lady," a mother who works from her kitchen lit by candles, a plaster saint, voodoo charms and a cross. Esperanza comes with her most important question- if she will ever have a house of her own. Elenita informs her that she will have a “ home in the heart.” Esperana ponders her future of finding herself and her “house of heart.” She learns that her new home is a place of belonging so she forges forward.  This "new house, a house made of heart" is a metaphor for Esperanza's coming into her own power and inventing her own self-identit as she sets forward on her walk down the road of life. 
FOURTH PARAGRAPH: CONCRETE EXAMPLE NUMBER THREE –KNOCK ‘EM DEAD: 

Finally, in Three Sisters, Esperanza learns that her ties to her house on Mango Street are a circle and that, although she will leave Mango Street, she cannot forget what she knows, which is Mango Street. In this chapter, Esperanza promises three mysterious women (whom she will never see again) that she will never forget to return to her roots, her home on Mango Street. In this chapter we learn that while Esperanza's dream of leaving Mango Street may come true, she can’t forget where she began. She must accept a new responsibility of completing the circle of life and which involves accepting the ties and duty of heritage on Mango Street. 
CONNECT TO ANOTHER TEXT:  The theme of home and the special place it holds in one’s heart is apparent in many stories and poems. For instance in the song, Home Again by Carole King, the songwriter wonders, “if I'm ever gonna make it home again.
It's so far and out of  sight. She sadly sings about how she won’t be happy until she is” home again and feeling right.”

CONCLUSION:  For most of us, home is a place where we feel “right” even when we are “far and out of sight.”As Oliver Wendell Homes once noted, Where we love is home - home that our feet may leave, but not our hearts.  In the story, House on Mango Street we witnessed that even though home is not always comfortable, it is indeed a place where one’s heart is. It is where one begins and often returns to as one sets forth down the road of life.
