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DUE MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
DEFINE THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND THE CORRECT PART OF SPEECH:

DESTINED, DESTINY, DISILLUSIONED

Part Two:  Questions:

1. What were Marin’s goals? Were they realistic?  Why or why not?

2. What did Esperanza notice about race relations in the city in which she grew up?

3. How did the neighbors react to the behavior of the Vargas children? How did their responses affect the fate of these children and what happened to them?

4. FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE ALERT: What did Alicia’s father mean when he said, “a woman’s place is sleeping so she can wake up early with the tortilla star?” What did this reveal about traditional roles for Latina women?

5. What caused the quarrel between Esperanza and the Guerrero sisters?

Part Three: Questions for Deeper Reflection:

1. Why were most of the people Esperanza described destined to remain on Mango Street?
2. In what ways was Esperanza out of place living on Mango Street?
3. Why did the girls become disillusioned with the high heeled shoes?
4. Why do you suppose the author chose to tell the story in such short segments? How did she succeed in portraying characters through these short sketches?
Poetic Elements:  Rhythm and Alliteration

The rhythm of a line of poetry involves variation in the intensity of the sounds. Rhythm is the basis for musical composition, but it is also an important element in literature, particularly poetry. Alliteration refers to the repetition of consonant sounds to create a mood, reinforce meaning or provide a lyrical quality to the words. Notice the rhythm and use of alliteration in the following lines from the section called Marin:

Marin, under the streetlight, dancing by herself, is singing the same song somewhere. I know. Is waiting for a car to stop, a star to fall, someone to change her life.

Why do you think the writer breaks up the sentences in this way?  How would the rhythm and sense of the lines be different if they were written in a more conventional style?

What sound is alliterated?

What mood does it create?

What does this all mean? Interpret in your own words.

OPTIONAL: TWO EXTRA DOJO POINTS-Writing activity:  Try it like Sandra Cisneros

This is challenging but I would like for you to give this a shot. Write a few short paragraphs in the style of Sandra Cisneros describing someone who lives in your neighborhood. Choose one defining moment to write about that illustrates and shows this person’s character. Also describe your relationship with this person.

