Reading workshop:  Lifting a Line

Link:  For the past several weeks and months we have concentrated on making connections with main characters so that as good readers we can better understand the text. Another thing good readers do is read between the lines and fill in what is not said on the page or simply implied/inferred. One way of doing this is by lifting a line or phrase that stands out and makes you want to think more about what you already know about the text.

Teach:  Today I will demonstrate how I lifted a line from the Kid Who Ran for President to further my comprehension/understanding of the story. I do some thinking off the line especially since it supports the theme of the text.

	Line
	Who Said It
	My Thoughts



	“America chews up celebrities and spits them out (said twice). First time, “I would hate to see a nice kid like you get burned.
	Pete Guerra reporter to Judson Moon—kid who is running for president.
	Tabloids/media puts celebrities on a throne or pedestal to worship—over publicize every little move and thing about them. Reporter is warning Judson to be careful—a warning. We love celebrities and to watch over them but the slightest indiscretion we knock our gods and goddesses off the pedestal.

	Second time: America is about to clear its throat with you Moon.
	Pete Guerra to Judson
	Everything celebrities say or do makes them into heroes who can do no wrong. But then we knock them off their thrones. Yet we give the press what they want since we watch shows like Access Hollywood and read magazines like the Star/Enquirer.


Turn and talk to a partner about what I just did.

Make a chart:

Lifting a Line:

· Choose a line that makes you go “wow” or “oh my gosh”

· It may relate to the main idea or theme of the book/article

· Think of what you already know

· Think about what possible motivations as to why character made the comment or acted in a certain way

· In either fiction or non fiction, think why did the author say this? Jot down your ideas

· Make a judgment about the character based on actions

· Reflect on how the line relates to the book’s theme or main idea and the author’s purpose

Independent:  While you read, write down at least one phrase or line that makes you think more in depth about the story/characters or about the main idea in your book, if it is non-fiction. Write off of it in your response log. You can do this either for the Great Depression book club book or with the non-fiction book you are reading. You may re-read previous chapters for important lines. As you re-read text, think of pressures/difficulties placed on the main characters and think about them. How do they fit into the book’s main idea?

Or in terms of non-fiction, consider the following

Revisit No Home.  Read aloud including the introduction and then practice writing off a line.

Line:  “America is an enormous frosted cupcake in the middle of millions of starving people.

Thoughts/ideas:  There is an illusion that we are all wealthy/rich.  Look at Park Avenue—amid skyscrapers & penthouses, stands the guy on the street corner with the cup in his hand. As we walk by, he becomes part of the scenery. We give so much money to charity in other countries, what about taking care of those in our own backyards.

Line:  “All day long, people rush by as I think about why they hurry.”

Thoughts/ideas: Running everywhere at such a speed until they find there’s no need. I am in a crowd and yet I am all alone. Homeless are faceless stand alone in a crowd. No one notices. Who cares? So used to seeing them. We as a society become apathetic or indifferent.

Last line:  “I know my mama will carry us home…”

Thoughts: There is a symbolic use of gloves. Mama wears them. Kids wear mittens. Mama and her gloves will carry us home. Never give up in the face of adversity. Mama keeps us safe and protected no matter what.

Be aware as you read non-fiction, you will come across these key phrases-lines that are the heart and soul of the book’s main idea.

 Jot them down and then write down your feelings-reflections about them.
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