PART ONE:  YOU WILL COMPLETE A CHARACTER MAP THAT ANALYZES YOUR MAIN CHARACTER’S FEELINGS, DESCRIPTION, BEHAVIOR AND PERSONALITY TRAITS WITH A MINIMUM OF FIVE THOUGHTFUL ENTRIES IN EACH ONE. (FORM IS POSTED IN READING WORKSHOP SECTION ON CLASS WEBSITE).

-OVERALL DESCRIPTION Jake Moon is an “average” sixth grade boy who loves sports and wants to fit in like every other kid. He lives with his mother and beloved grandfather, Skelly in a suburb somewhere in middle America. He does not have any unusual physical attributes but his grandpa (who helped raise him) has Altzheimer’s Disease which impacts his memory and basically makes him like a child. Jake becomes a caretaker for his grandpa.
Personality Traits: At first, Jake is angry and resentful of having to take care of his grandfather. But overall, Jake is kind, compassionate and extremely loving towards his grandfather. However, he is also frustrated and disappointed by the impact the illness has had on their relationship. We can also describe Jake as responsible since he is a caretaker for his grandfather.

Behavior-Jake keeps his grandfather company-after school and even when he would much rather be doing other activities (like participating in sports). He has an altercation with his mom over Aunt Marguerite (who is rich—writes checks for Skelly but doesn’t really show much caring for him). He also has a fight with his cousin James over Skelly (but then he realizes he is not the only kid in the family who cares about their grandfather). Jake becomes very worried when his grandfather goes missing for a couple of days but then later decides to include him in his graduation ceremony (even though he didn’t think he would earlier on). Jake expresses joy when his grandfather returns after being missing for two days.

Feelings: Jake faces inner conflict. He is torn between wanting to be like a normal kid and having the responsibility to take care of his grandfather. He feels an extra burden because there is no father figure or male in his mom’s life. He also feels embarrassed by his grandfather’s illness and often gets extremely mad at Skelly. He also feels guilty when he gets angry but he is very disappointed that he can’t have a so called normal life. He resents his mother too at times for giving him too many grown up responsibilities. But ultimately, his love and affection for his grandfather prevails even though he is saddened by the toll the Altzheimer’s has taken on him.

PART TWO:  YOU WILL HAND IN A COMPARE & CONTRAST CHART OF IMPORTANT SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE MAIN CHARACTER AND ANOTHER CHARACTER FROM A BOOK YOU HAVE READ. YOU MAY USE A VENN DIAGRAM OR ANOTHER DIAGRAM-CHART FOR THIS SECTION. PLEASE TYPE THIS SECTION OR NEATLY HAND WRITE IT IN INK.  YOU NEED A MINIMUM OF FIVE THOUGHTFUL SIMILARITIES AND FIVE THOUGHTFUL DIFFERENCES.

· 
PART THREE: CHARACTER MATTERS!!! You will be thinking deeply about your characters using each of the following human attributes.  You must answer each question carefully and thoughtfully. (SAMPLE IS POSTED FOR JAKE MOON IN READIN SECTION OF CLASS WEBSITE).

1.    Physical attributes: 
•    Tell what your character looks like. 
•    Think about how the character’s physical attributes play a role in the story. How does the character feel about his or her physical characteristics? 
•    How does the character change physically during the story?  How do these changes affect the character’s experience?
2.    Intellectual attributes:  Jake Moon sample:  Jake is an extremely intelligent middle school student who knows a lot about sports and a lot about being a caretaker to his grandfather. He does well in school and is much more sensitive than other kids his age (who often tease or make fun of his grandafther’s condition). He also understands that although his Aunt Margeurite pays for Skelly’s care, that money does not substitute for the love, affection and companionship that he offers. He is able to thrive only when he comes to the realization that he must accept his grandfather’s condition, remember the good times they shared and accept that although things will never be the same, he must continue going about his life.
•    How would you describe this character’s intelligence?  
•    What does this character know a lot about?
•    How does this character’s intellect compare to others in the story?
•    Is this character smart enough to thrive and do well in the world in which he or she lives in?
•    What important life lesson (s) does this character learn as the story develops?
· Jake learns that there is a circle of life and everything changes. His grandfather who was once a great caretaker of Jake and who assisted him with many projects was no longer able to do so. Now Jake is like a caretaker. He must accept that there are many changes and steps-stages in life. Jake went from being angry, frustrated, resentful and embarrassed by his grandfather to more loving, responsible and compassionate.
3.    Emotional attributes: 
Jake feels resentful most of the time. He knows he is missing out on many things that kids his age do (including sports) but he knows he has an obligation to take care of his grandfather. He often feels guilty for feeling resentful towards his grandfather, his mom and aunt for giving him so much responsibility. At first, he was very embarrassed by his grandfather’s illness. In fact, he didn’t even want to invite him to his graduation ceremony. But then he changes his mind after his grandfather disappears and realizes how much he loves him even though the illness has definitely changed their relationship.
•    How does this character feel most of the time?
•    How do his or her feelings change throughout the story?  
•    How does the character feel about himself or herself?
•    When faced with challenges, what emotions come up for this character?
4.    Social attributes:  
•    How does this character get along with other characters in the story?
•    Who does this character choose for friends and why does this character choose them?
5.    Philosophical attributes:
Jake believes his life should be more normal and at first, is very disappointed by the illness that robs his grandfather of his memory. He is forced to miss many sprting events, can’t participate in several after school activities or even have friends over because his grandfather embarrasses him. But he then turns into a much more responsible and compassionate young man when he realizes that lfe offers many stages and situations that are beyond one’s control. He often wrestles with his conscience about feeling guilty about his anger and not wanting to be in the caretaker role and knowing he has a responsibility to his grandfather. It often seems like his mom and aunt do not empathize with the way Jake feels. His mom is struggling to make ends meet and his aunt feels that it is sufficient merely to pay the bills and by doing so, that relieves her of the obligation of spending much time with grandpa Skelly. Jake becomes more empathic of his grandfather and understanding that life is a circle and a cycle and that when loved ones age, things change but we must still cherish them. •    What does this character believe about the way life is or supposed to be like?
•    What are these beliefs based on? (In other words, did they learn their values and morals from family members or other places?)
•    How do the character’s beliefs and values affect the choices he or she makes? (For example, does he or she let his or her conscience be the guide?)
•    Do any of the characters values or beliefs change during the story? If so, how and why?
•    Do others share the character’s beliefs? Explain.
PART FOUR: SWBS. Complete the plot chart. Think about the story you read. Record your answers on the chart.

1. Who is SOMEBODY (protagonist) in the story?

2. This character WANTED something (goal). What was it?

3. BUT (conflict-antagonist) prevented the character from getting it. Who or what got in the way? Explain.

4. SO the character solved the problem to get what he or she wanted. How did the character solve the problem or learn a lesson from the experience? (Resolution).

PART FIVE: CHANGING AND RE-ARRANGING. 

EXPLAIN HOW AND WHY YOUR CHARACTER CHANGED AS A RESULT OF HIS OR HER EXPERIENCES. WHAT IMPORTANT LIFE LESSONS DID HE OR SHE LEARN? HOW DO YOU KNOW THIS?

PART SIX: DO THIS SEPARATE. WE WILL DISPLAY WITH YOUR CHARACTER PUPPETS. A DAY IN THE LIFE OF…DEAR DIARY… Prepare a diary-journal entry for your main character written in first-person narrative. Put yourself in the character’s shoes. Be sure to include all of the following:
· Introduction. Describe yourself. Tell us who you are, what your interests are, what your family and friends are like, where you live, etc.
· What’s happening? Please provide a sensational snapshot of what is going on in your life. What are your problems-conflicts? (With whom or what) are you having a conflict with? Tell us important details about your life that relate to the important ideas-themes of the story.
**PACING: This is a “meaty” assignment and you are urged to do one section each night during the week of October 22. Please consult your teacher if you have any questions or concerns. 

