IN THE YEAR OF THE BOAR AND JACKIE ROBINSON ESSAY

THE GROWTH AND TRANSFORMATION OF SHIRLEY TEMPLE WONG

DUE THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Keep in mind that a theme or a big idea in literature is a controlling idea or message that is evident throughout the text. An important theme in the story, In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson is We All Go Through Important Changes and Transformations Throughout Our Lives.  You will write an essay that explores how and why Shirley Temple Wong changed and adapted to her new life in Brooklyn and in the United States. You will use the graphic organizer where you explored important changes. You will explore this theme in depth and cite evidence from the story that supports the theme.

LITERARY ESSAY STRUCTURE

1. First paragraph:  DISCUSS YOUR BIG IDEA IN GENERAL TERMS:  In your first paragraph, describe for example, what is change? What does transformation and growing up entail? What does it mean when a young person learns to adapt? Try to put this in your own words. You may use a dictionary, thesaurus, book of thoughts or internet resources like quotegarden.com or brainyquotes.com to assist you. You may wish to begin by posing a question to your reader but it should be catchy. Your first paragraph should be at least three or four sentences long. Do not mention the book yet.
2. Second paragraph: LINK THE BIG IDEA TO THE TEXT: Here is where you will connect the big idea to the book. (For instance, in the novel, In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by Bette Bao Lord, the big idea of transformation. You would then explain how this theme is shown in the book. Explain it in your own words. You may life a line or two from the text. (For instance, the author says that…) This paragraph should be at least three to four sentences. Don’t forget to add your own thinking and insight. Show us why the event  was an important change for the character, what lesson she learned and what that teaches you the reader.
3. Third paragraph: ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF THE BIG IDEA:  Give another specific example of evidence from the text that supports your theme or big idea and add a transitional phrase. (For example, the theme of change is also apparent when…) This paragraph should be three to four sentences long. Again, add your own thinking and insight. Again, show us why the event  was an important change for the character, what lesson she learned and what that teaches you the reader.
4. Paragraph four:  THE KNOCK ‘EM IN THE STOMACH PUNCH EXAMPLE: This is the most powerful example of how the theme is evident in the story. This is the strongest example from the story. Knock em dead with this powerful punch where you really show the importance of your theme. This is at least three to four sentences long and make sure you use specific textual evidence. But don’t forget to add a transitional phrase at the beginning of the paragraph. And…don’t forget to add your own thinking and insight.
5. Paragraph Five: TA-DAH CONCLUSION:  Wrap it up. Re-state your theme and big idea. But leave us with an interesting idea or question to think about. This should be about three sentences long. You can use another relevant quote from story or from quotegarden.com or brainyquotes.
Brainyquote: http://www.brainyquote.com/
Quotegarden: http://www.quotegarden.com/
Transitional words and phrases: http://eastjackson4thgrade.weebly.com/transition-words-and-phrases.html
USE RUBRIC AND OTHER HANDOUTS TO ASSIST YOU IN THE PREPARATION OF YOUR ESSAY.
*MAKE SURE TO INCLUDE SHIRLEY’S DREAM AND THE IMPORTANT LESSON SHE LEARNED FROM IT. THEN SHOW WHAT YOU THE READER LEARNED FROM THE EVENT.
