How to Write a Biopoem-Task:  Learning outcomes-Students will use the writing process to think and write creatively to introduce themselves to each other as well as to members of our school community.
 Line 1: First Name
Line 2: Four traits (characteristics) that describe the person
Line 3: Relative ("Brother", "sister"," husband", "wife", "daughter", etc. ) of _________

Line 4: Lover of __________ ( list three things or people your love)
Line 5: Who feels __________ (three items)

Line 6: Who needs __________ (three items )
Line 7: Who fears __________ (three items
Line 8: Who gives __________ (one item fully explained )
Line 9: Who would like to see __________ ( one item)

Line 10: Resident of __________
Line 11: Last Name

 Example: From the Kinsey Millhone mystery series by Sue Grafton:
Kinsey
Sassy, smart-mouthed, risk-taker, liar

Like a daughter to her landlord, Henry Pitts

Lover of jeans, junk food, and her old Volkswagen bug

Who feels self-confident, no shame when she lies, and better after a morning run 

Who needs to make peace with her relatives, a better car, and more clients

Who fears ambushes, dark, closed-in places, and being unable to care for herself

Who gives little thought to what conventional society thinks a single woman should be

Who would like to see Santa Teresa not become an urban sprawl like Los Angeles

resident of Santa Teresa, California

Millhone
Another example:

Mary

Who is adventurous, curious and caring

Daughter of Marge and Seth

Who loves climbing, fishing, biking

Who feels relaxed with friends, happy on holidays, and energetic when outdoors

Who fears large exams, big black hairy spiders and mice

Who gives love, patience and encouragement

Who would like to see Alaska

Resident of Bucks County, PA 
NOW IT IS YOUR TURN TO WRITE A BIO POEM! GOOD LUCK!
THIS ACTIVITY IS ALIGNED TO THE FOLLOWING COMMON CORE STANDARDS:
CCSS.ELA.W.6.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
Academic and Personal Behaviors Addressed: Self-Regulation. Develop students’ ability to manage their own relationship to learning through the act of identity exploration in an academic context. Academic and Personal Behaviors Addressed: Engagement. Increase students’ academic sense of connection to and confidence in the school environment through peer collaboration and opportunities to share their experiences. 
Essential Questions • How can I use words to capture the essence of a character? • What is the essence of me as a character? Understandings Students will understand that: 1. Different literary genres can be used for self-expression Students will know: • The definition of memoir • Literary elements of a poem (e.g., rhyme, rhythm/meter, diction) Students will be able to: • Write a poem about themselves using a structure • Express ideas succinctly capturing elements of a character through word choice Performance Tasks • Students will write a “bio-poem” using a model structure
