NAME:  _____________________________________

HOUSE ON MANGO STREET PACKET NUMBER ONE
READ UP TO PAGE 25

ANSWER SEPARATELY ON LOOSELEAF PAPER OR TYPE YOUR ANSWERS IN A WORD DOCUMENT

DUE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
Vocabulary Focus:

A. Choose two new words from the memoir and write their definitions

B. Use the context to help you choose the best meaning for the underlined word in each sentence. Then circle the best answer.

1. The swollen river overflowed its banks, flooding the houses in the area.

a. mighty     b. enlarged     c. main     d. wild
                   2.  The grand ballroom was lit by an enormous chandelier.
                         a. flashlight     b. fireplace     c. lighting fixture     d. gaslight

                    3.  The cake, which dropped while I was removing it from the oven, 

                          presented a slightly lopsided appearance.

                           a. crumbled     b. taller     c. perfectly even     d. leaning to one side

Questions:

1. In what ways was the house on Mango Street an answer to the prayers of Esperanza’s family?

2. In what ways was it a disappointment?

3. How did Esperanza express her affection for her mother?

4. In what sense did the young boys and girls of Mango Street live in separate worlds?

5. Why did Esperanza want to rename herself?

Questions for Deeper Reflection:

1. Why did Esperanza consider her goals more seriously than her parents’ goals?

2. Why might she have a better chance of improving her life than did her parents?

3. Do you think Esperanza’a name suited her? Why or why not?

4. Why do you think Cathy’s family was moving away?

5. What part of Cathy’s life was based in reality and what part was based in fantasy?

6. Why do you think Esperanza remembered the joyride with Louie’s cousin as an important event in the neighborhood?

Fun with Figurative Language:

A metaphor is a figure of speech in which there is a suggested or implied comparison between two unlike objects. For example:

Until then (when I have a best friend), I am a red balloon, a balloon tied to an anchor.

What is being compared?

___________________________________________________________

How does this comparison help you understand the narrator’s feelings?
A simile is a figure of speech in which two unlike objects are compared using the words like or as.  For example:  …and there at the end of the block, looking smaller still, our house with its feet tucked under like a cat.

What is being compared?

What does this reveal about Esperanza’s feelings about her home?

Symbolism:  A symbol in literature is an object, person or event that represents an idea or set of ideas.  Reread the chapter entitled, “Meme Ortiz.” What do you think the tree in Meme’s yard symbolized?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

