
•ELA NEXT GENERATION STANDARDS MET IN 
THIS LESSON: CARL HIASSEN

AUTHOR STUDY

Today we will be wrapping 
up our Carl Hiassen partner 

books. 

I can deepen my understanding of text by reviewing important themes 
(including how and why the main character changed)



Building Understanding
Let’s Set the Purpose!

Enduring Understanding: 
Learners understand that people change in 

reaction to their surroundings. 
We are going to learn how authors use the idea of 
responding to change to develop a story’s theme.

I can determine theme in a text by examining how 
and why the main character has changed.



Let’s Get Engaged!
Readers one way to figure out what the theme of a 
text is by comparing and contrasting a character’s 

traits at the beginning and end of the story. By 
asking ourselves, “How has the character changed 

and what made that change happen?” we can 
learn ideas, themes and messages about the text.
In this lesson we are going to learn 

how readers can determine the theme 
of a story using details in the text.

I can determine theme in a text by examining how and why the 
main character has changed.



LET’S GET ENGAGED:

When characters change, they often reveal 
Something new about themselves through their
Actions, speech or thoughts or they come to some 
Realization about themselves. When we pay attention 
to that change, it can reveal deeper meanings in the 
whole story.

I can determine theme in a text by examining how and why the 
main character has changed.

:



TEXT TO TEXT CONNECTION:

For example, take the main character in Jerry Spinelli’s 
book, “Crash.” Crash changes from a gully at the 
beginning of the story to someone who can empathize with 
his peace loving, soft- spoken next door neighbor, Penn 
Webb. He stands up to Mike
(who was his partner in bullying earlier in the book) and 
even thinks aloud about whether the name, “Crash” fits 
him anymore and  he starts to be much kinder. This is a 
remarkable change and one that can teach us something. 
We could think about what we learn from this change—that 
being kind is more fulfilling than being cruel, perhaps. Or 
the best way to undo a bully is to show him kindness.



TEXT TO TEXT CONNECTION:

At the beginning… At the end…
Bully                                               thoughtful
Self-centered caring
Cruel friendly towards Penn
Ego-centric                                      stands up to Mike
Selfish                                             kind
Teases Penn                                   sensitive
Friends with Mike

SO….
“Seeing another’s humanity helps you find your own.”
“Being kind is more fulfilling than being cruel.”
“The best way to un-do cruelty is to show kindness.”

I can determine theme in a text by examining how 
and why the main character has changed.



Reading Routine
You should be reading for an understanding of 

what the text is mainly about.

Turn and Talk:
Turn to a partner and discuss these questions using 
examples from the text: Identify how and why the main 
character changes. Consider what event brings about 
the change. What important life decision is the main 
character is faced with? What choice does he or she 
make? How does that choice impact the main character 
and others?

I can determine theme in a text by examining how and why the main 



READING ANALYSIS
Developing Theme

We can compare how Roy, Nick, Noah & Wahoo 
connect to their surroundings at the beginning 
and end of the story. By using details from the 

text, we can:

Make inferences about the protagonist  AND 
Come up with theories about the theme-life 

lesson of the text. 
I can determine theme in a text by examining 

how and why the main character has 
changed.



READING ANALYSIS
Developing Theme

EXAMPLE: ROY: NOT ONLY DOES HE CHANGE BUT HE ALSO 
CONTRIBUTES TOWARDS POSITIVE CHANGE IN HIS 
COMMUNITY BY EXPOSING

AT FIRST... BUT THEN…
Misses Montana, Lonely
& has to 
Deal with bullies          has new friends with Beatrice & 

Mullet Fingers to help save the 
burrowing owls

Shy kid                          Stands up for his friends (even if it 
means he must lie to protect people
and the owls he cares about

Low self-esteem Feels empowered to help save an
endangered speciesSO: “Making new friends and fitting in takes time.”

“”Pursue your passions and follow your heart.”
“Kids can make a difference.”
.



Text Talk
Developing Theme

We can use text evidence to support out ideas. Having just moved to 
Florida because of his father's job, Roy finds it difficult to adapt to life 

in the Sunshine State. But he does find some friends in Coconut 
Cove: Beatrice, and Mullet Fingers. Roy and Beatrice don't actually 

intend on being friends—mainly because Beatrice is totally 
terrifying. But as the story progresses, Beatrice ends up relying on 
Roy more and more. And Roy enjoys having one more person at 

school who likes him. Together, Roy and Beatrice form a team to help 
Mullet Fingers in saving the world's most adorable owls.At home 

knowing that he made a difference. At home knowing kids can make 
a difference.



Text Talk
Developing Theme

But it's the relationship between Mullet 
Fingers and Roy that is the friendship of 
the story. (The friendship between 
burrowing owls and crickets doesn't count.)
The day they spend on the shipwrecked 
crab boat at the secret creek solidifies their 
friendship. Roy feels like he can relate to 
Mullet Fingers—both boys have a soft spot 
in their hearts for the environment. Plus, 
Mullet Fingers is like a role model for Roy. 
The more that Roy gets to know Mullet 
Fingers and his goal of saving the 
burrowing owls, he sees how the 
wilderness of Florida is every bit as 
exciting as the wilderness of Montana.



Text Themes in Carl Hiassen 
books: 

Hoot: On a larger scale, this book is about standing up against 
big corporations who destroy the environment in order to build 
their own versions of Mother Paula's All-American Pancake 
House. And as Roy points out to Mullet Fingers when he 
laments over his home being ruined by construction, "Same 
thing happens everywhere."



Discussion Routine

TURN AND TALK: What do you think the most 
important theme-life lesson from this story 

is? Discuss the details and examples from 
the text that support your ideas.



Small Group Time
STEP 1: Focused Independent Reading

It’s time to prepare to read your self-selected, just-right texts.
Consider the following and respond  

What were you thinking about at the beginning of the book?
What were you thinking about at the end of the book?

Who is this character as a person?
What did the character learn?

How and why has he or she changed?
How can this help you come up with an important idea-theory 

about the text?
What is the most important theme in your text? What evidence 

supports it?



SHARE: HOW CAN   NOTICING HOW AND WHY 
THE MAIN CHARACTER CHANGED HELP YOU 
DETERMINE THEME IN A TEXT?


