HOLOCAUST BOOK CLUBS: IT’S A WRAP-FINISH BOOKS

DUE THURSDAY, JUNE 18

ALL: PREPARE FOR POST IT CHATS AND PREPARE AT LEAST TWO HIGH ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS OF YOUR OWN AND JOT DOWN YOUR IDEAS TO ACCOMPANY THEM

***EVERYONE ANSWER THIS ONE: MANY YEARS AGO, GEORGE SANTAYANS WROTE, “THOSE WHO CANNOT REMEMBER THE PAST ARE CONDEMNED TO REPEAT IT.” HOW DOES THIS STATEMENT RELATE TO THE THEME OF YOUR BOOK? DO YOU AGREE WITH THIS STATEMENT? WHY OR WHY NOT?

DANIEL’S STORY:

1. Compare the lives of the Nazis at Buchenwald to those of the prisoners?
2. What work did Daniel and Father do for the resistance? Why was this work of urgent importance?
3. How did conditions at Auschwitz compare to those at Buchenwald?
4. Why did Daniel express bitterness toward civilians who lived near Buchenwald?
5. What do you think Father meant when he said, “If they’ve made us into them, they’ve succeeded.” Do you agree? Why or why not? Could the civilians have done anything to stop the Holocaust? Why or why not?
6. How do you think the people who survived the Holocaust were able to rebuild their lives? How could they live with their memories?
7. Peter’s last word was “Remember.” What do you think he meant?
8. How has this book affected you? Would you recommend it to others? Why or why not?
9. What are some lessons that can be learned from the Holocaust? Why is it important we know about these atrocities? How can we prevent them from happening again in the future?
10. Do you think the author was justified in describing so many disturbing aspects of concentration camp life? Why or why not?
THE DEVIL’S ARITHMETIC

1. What new significance did Hannah attach to the number on Aunt Eva’s arm?
2. Why did Eva and Uncle Will change their names when they came to America?
3. Of all the villagers who came to the camp with Chaya, how many survived the war? Why do you think the author included this information in the epilogue?
4. How do you think Hannah’s attitude toward the Seder and toward her family changed by the end of the book? What lessons did she learn though her experience in the concentration camp?
5. How do you think Hannah from New Rochelle became Chaya in the camp and back to Hannah again? Do you think it was a dream? A real experience? A literary device to get a message across? Explain your answer.
6. At the very end of the book in the section called, “What is true about this book,” the author suggested that a book of fiction such as this could “remind us that the swallows still sing around the smokestack.” What do you think Jane Yolen meant? Do you agree? Why or why not?
7. Why do you think the Holocaust was allowed to happen? Do you think this could ever happen again? Why or why not?
8. In many ways, this is a book about survival. What are some of the qualities that were needed to survive the horrors of the Holocaust? How were the characters in this book able to maintain their dignity in the face of overwhelming cruelty?
9. Why do you think the author moved the main character back in time and then had her live her story as though it were happening in the present? How would the impact have been different if it were narrated by someone who remembered events that occurred years go or if the entire story took place in the concentration camp?
10. Was the author justified in describing so many horrid details of concentration camp life? Why or why not? Should she have spared the readers? Why do you think she presented the horrors so graphically and specifically?
THE UPSTAIRS ROOM:

1. Why di Annie worry that the Canadians wouldn’t come to Usselo after all?

2. Imagine you are Annie and it is a few months since the Canadians liberated Holland. What do you think Annie would tell the Oostervelds that she missed most about staying with them and learned from her eperiences?

3. What evidence showed that the Oostervelds treasured the memory of their experience as wartime protectors of Annie and Sini?

4. Why did Johan wish in some ways that the war was not over?

5. Why do you think Annie was not eager to return to Winterswijk?

6. Why do you think Annie as an adult cried when she tried to crawl into the hiding place?

7. What do you think Opoe’s lace cap symbolized?

8. Consider what the author might have been saying about topics such as cruelty, hatred, religious and racial prejudice, human imperfection, bravery, fear, family, loyalty, freedom and friendship. Choose the theme-main idea that you think is more apparent in the story and provide at least three reasons why you think so.

9. Re-read Johanna Resiss’ two paragraph note to readers before the introduction. Explain how you felt as you read her “simple, human book.” What did you learn from her work and what questions do you still have about the book?

10. Why do you think the Holocaust was allowed to happen? Do you think this could ever happen again? Why or why not?
