HOLOCAUST BOOK CLUBS

ALL: PREPARE FOR POST IT CHARTS AND AT LEAST TWO HIGH ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS

THE UPSTAIRS ROOM: CHAPTERS 10-11

VOCABULARY: SHAMBLES, BAYONET, COUNTERATTACK, RELENTED, NUMBLY, SNIVELING, INFORMER, MENACINGLY

1. WHY DID DIENTJE “MENACINGLY” STAND IN FRONT OF JOHAN AFTER MR. HANNIK ASKED JOHAN TO KILL AN INFORMER?

2. HOW DID OPOE AND DIENTJE STOP THE GERMANS FROM FIGURING OUT THAT THEY SAW A HIDDEN JEWISH GIRL UPSTAIRS?

3. WHY DID THE ALLIES BOMB USSELO?

4. WHY DO YOU THINK THE GERMAN SOLDIERS WERE INCREASING THE FREQUENCY AND INTENSITY OF THEIR RAIDS?

5. DO YOU THINK JOHAN SHOULD HAVE AGREED TO KILL THE INFORMER? WHY OR WHY NOT?

6. WHAT MIGHT HAVE HAPPENED IF JOHAN HAD NOT KILLED HIM?

7. WHY DO YOU THINK LIVING CONDITIONS GOT WORSE AS THE ALLIES WERE MAKING PROGRESS IN HOLLAND?

8. DO YOU THINK ANNIE WAS JUSTIFIED IN BEING RESENTFUL OF SINI WHEN SHE CAME TO VISIT? WHY OR WHY NOT?

9. WAS SINI SENSITIVE TO HER SISTER’S FEELINGS? WHY OR WHY NOT?

10. DO YOU THINK THE ALLIES COULD HAVE FREED USSELO WITHOUT DESTROYING PART OF THE TOWN AND KILLING SOME CITIZENS? CAN WAR EVER BE WON WITHOUT KILLING SOME INNOCENT PEOPLE?

11. FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE ROLD OF CANADIAN FORCES IN THE LIBERATION OF HOLLAND. HOW DID THE DUTH GREET THEIR LIBERATORS? DOES THE DUTH GOVERNMENT CONTINUE TO HONOR CANADA TODAY?

DANIEL’S STORY: READ THROUGH CHAPTER 12

VOCABULARY: BARTER, DELUDED, DISMANTLE, EMACIATED, QUARANTINE, SABOTAGE, FOUNDRY, ERADICATE

1. WHAT DID DANIEL CONCLUDE WAS THE REASON FOR THE FRANTIC KILLING OF ANY REMAINING JEWS AS THE WAR WAS COMING TO AN END?

2. WHY WAS LIFE HARDER IN AUSCHWITZ THAN IT HAD BEEN IN LODZ?

3. HOW DID FATHER’S PRACTICAL SKILLS HELP DANIEL SURVIVE IN AUSCHWITZ?

4. WHY DID THE GERMANS MARCH THE INMATES OUT OF AUSCHWITZ?

5. DO YOU THINK DANIEL’S MEMORIES OF HIS MOTHER’S AND ROSA’S LOVE HELPED HIM SURVIVE? WHY OR WHY NOT?

6. DO YOU THINK THE EXPERIENCES OF LIVING THROUGH THE HOLOCAUST WOULD STRENGTHEN OR WEAKEN A PERSON’S RELIGIOUS BELIEFS? EXPLAIN.

7. WHY DO YOU THINK THE ALLIES DIDN’T ACKNOWLEDGE THE RESISTANCE WORKERS’ ACCOUNTS OF ATROCITIES AT AUSCHWITZ?

8. WHY DO YOU THINK THE GERMAN CIVILIANS AT THE RAILROAD PLATFORM SHOWED NO EMOTION AS THE PRISONERS FROM AUSCHWITZ WERE LOADED ONTO TRAINS?

9. WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE MEANING OF THE BUCHENWALK SIGN THAT READ, “TO EACH HIS DUE?” WHY DO YOU THINK THE GERMANS PUT UP THE SIGN?

10. DANIEL MENTIONS THE TIME WHEN JEWISH SLAVES WERE USED TO BUILD THE PYRAMIDS IN EGYPT. FIND OUT HOW THE JEWS BECAME SLAVES IN ANCIENT EGYPT. HOW WERE THE JEWS FREED? HOW DO THESE EVENTS RELATE TO THE JEWISH HOLIDAY OF PASSOVER?

THE DEVIL’S ARITHMETIC: READ THROUGH CHAPTER 18

VOCABULARY: EFFICIENT, MOCKING, HYSTERIA, PORTENT, STACCATO, SAGA, DILIGENT.

1. WHY DID COMMANDER BREUER REFER TO THE PEOPLE IN THE CAMP AS HIS PETS?

2. WHAT DID HE MEAN BY THE FINAL SOLUTION TO THE JEWISH PROBLEM?

3. HOW DID HANNAH’S “MEMORY” GIVE HER THE COURAGE TO WALK INTO LILITH’S CAVE?

4. WHAT DO YOU THINK GITL MEANT WHEN SHE SAID “FAYGE SAYS SHE PREFERS THE DARK WOLF SHE KNOWS TO THE DARK ONE SHE DOES NOT?”

5. CONTRAST FAYGE’S OUTLOOK ON LIFE TO THAT OF GITL (EXPLAIN DIFFERENCES).

6. DO YOU THINK HANNAH’S FRIENDS BELIEVE HER WHEN SHE TALKS ABOUT HER MEMORY OF THE FUTURE? WHY OR WHY NOT?

7. DO YOU THINK IT IS POSSIBLE FOR A PERSON TO HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FUTURE? EXPLAIN.

8. NOTICE HOW THE AUTHOR USES IRONY WHEN SHE CONTRASTS THE BEAUTY OF NATURE WITH THE GRISLY EVENTS OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMP….”IT WAS AS IF ALL NATURE IGNORED WHAT WENT ON IN CAMP. THERE WERE BRILLLIANT SUNSETS AND SOFT BREEZES. AROUND THE COMMANDANT’S HOUSE, BRIGHT FLOWERS WERE TEASED BY THE WIND. ONCE SHE’D SEEN A FOX CROSS THE MEADOW TO DISAPPEAR INTO THE FOREST. IF THIS HAD BEEN A BOOK, SHE THOUGHT, THE SKIES WOULD BE WEEPING, THE SWALLOWS MOURNING BY THE SMOKESTACK.” WHAT IS IRONIC IN THE LAST SENTENCE?

9. BY USING THIS IRONY, HOW IS THE AUTHOR BEING PLAYFUL WITH THE READER?

10. IMAGINE YOU ARE HANNAH. AS YOU CONSIDER WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO YOU, YOUR THOUGHTS ARE ALL JUMBLED UP. WHAT WOULD YOU WRITE DOWN IF YOU WERE HER KEEPING A JOURNAL ENTRY?
