HOLOCAUST BOOK CLUBS #2:

DUE WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3
ALL: PREPARE FOR POST IT CHATS AND CREATE TWO OF YOUR OWN HIGH ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS.

DEVIL’S ARITHMETIC

CHAPTERS 4-8

Vocabulary:

Illusion, hypnotic, conspiracy, lucid, dour, dominant, timid.
Reflect and respond:

1. What did Hanah find the strangest of all in her “dream?”

2. What did Yitzchak bring as a wedding gift for Shmuel and Fayge? What did this reveal about the people in the shtetl?

3. Discuss Gitl’s attitude towards life in Lubiln. How did she feel about “country” life as contrasted to “city” life? Do you think rural people tend to be distrustful of city life and vice versa? Explain. 

4. What kinds of stories did Hannah tell the girls? How did they respond to her? What does this reveal about the girls?

5. What was the role of the shadchan in the village? What role did the badchan play at the wedding?

6. Why do you think Hannah gave an involuntary shudder when she saw the army trucks and old fashioned cars in Viosk?

7. When the badchan saw the Nazi soldiers, he said, “I see the malach ha mauvis. I see the angel of death.” What do you think he mant by this? How do you think his comments might foreshadow events to come later in the book?

8. Hannah finds she is no longer Hannah but Chaya which means “life” in Hebrew. What significance do you think this name might have, given the setting of this book?

DANIEL’S STORY

READ CHAPTERS 3-6

Vocabulary:

Decreet, looting, deport, evacuate, exempt, squalor, habitual.

1. How was Daniel’s family affected by kristallnacht, November 10, 1938?

2. Why were many adults suspicious of Daniel when he tried to take their picture?

3. Why do you think many countries would not accept Jews who were trying to escape Nazi persecution? Do you think the same thing would happen today? Explain.

4. Do you think Oma Miriam should have given Daniel the uniform? Explain.

5. Do you think the remaining Jewish population in Frankfurt should have challenged their deportation? Explain.

6. Do you think Aunt Leah and Daniel’s family made the right decision about Leah’s children? Explain. Did they have any other options?

7. What do you think Rosa meant when she said, “Hope is our enemy? Do you agree with her or with Erika who felt that hope sustained life? Explain.

8. What did the radio symbolize to Daniel and the others? Why was it so important to them?

THE UPSTAIRS ROOM

READ CHAPTERS 2-5

Vocabulary:

Frail, abruptly, labor, glum, deftly, gingerly, clench, elevated

1. Do you think Mr. de Leeuw should have agreed to leave Winterswijk while his wife was in the hospital? Explain.

2. Why do you think some Dutch families were willing to risk hiding Jews?

3. How do you think Annie felt as she left Winterswijk by bus? How do you think her life will change while she is in hiding?

4. How did Annie show resourcefulness and bravery as she began her bus trip? How would you have reacted under similar circumstances?

5. Why do you think Annie and Sini were irritated with one another during their first days at the Hanniks’ farm?
6. If you were Annie or Sini, would you rather stay with the Hanniks or the Oostervelds? Why?

7. How do you learn that the Oostervelds are simply country people, perhaps with less education and culture than anyone Annie knew?

8. Why do you think Annie and Sini preferred living with the Oostervelds over living with the Hanniks?
