

CHOOSING GOALS FOR OURSELVES-PLEASE CHOOSE ANY 3 IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS. IF THERE IS SOMETHING ELSE, YOU THINK YOU NEED TO WORK ON, PLEASE LET MRS. DAVIS KNOW:
ALL SUBJECTS:

· I will make sure my writing matches my smart thinking

· I WILL MAINTAIN A POSITIVE MINDSET AND TRY TO ALWAYS DO MY BEST

· I will be open-minded, try to understand both sides of issues and analyze these “grey areas” and even revise my thinking when necessary. Or: I will continue to understand that there is no “right or wrong.” There is just difference of opinion and it is up to me to “think for myself,” and make my own judgment by examining different perspectives.
· I will reflect on my learning and consider how I have grown from each experience.
· I will engage in meaningful conversation, ask “high order” questions and not just let my neighbors do the work and thinking. (In other words, I will participate more!)
· I will stay focused, pay attention to my work and not worry about my neighbors.
· I will be responsible and complete class work and homework in a timely manner and to the best of my ability.
· I will use a homework pacing calendar to avoid saving my work for the last minute and in effect, not do as well as I could.
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I will not be afraid to ask questions and ask for help from the teacher or peers, when needed.
READING:
ALL: I WILL READ WITH A THEORY IN MIND—REMEMBERING THAT EVERY STORY TEACHES AN IMPORTANT LIFE LESSON. I WILL GATHER EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THIS BIG IDEA-THEME. I CAN CHANGE THEORIES AS I GO ALONG BUT WILL ALWAYS KEEP THE BIG IDEA IN MIND.

IN NON-FICTION, I WILL ALSO KEEP IMPORTANT IDEAS-ANGLES IN MIND AND CONSIDER, “WHAT IS THIS TEXT REALLY ABOUT?” AND HOW DO I KNOW?

WHEN RESPONDING TO TEXTS, I WILL BEGIN BY ANSWERING THE QUESTION AND ADDING TEXT EVIDENCE AND INSIGHT…EX: THIS TEXT IS ABOUT…I KNOW THIS BECAUSE….THIS MAKES ME THINK THAT…
•
I will understand what I’m reading by reading with accuracy and fluency.

•
 I will determine the meaning of general academic and domain specific vocabulary in a text by using the glossary and text features that describe the words.

•
I will accurately explain a part of a text by referring to specific details and examples in the text .

•
I will explain the main idea by citing details in the text that support it. 

•
I will compare and contrast 2 texts by talking with a partner about 2  themes.

•
I will compare and contrast firsthand and secondhand account of the same text or topic by describing the differences and the information in each text.

•
I will challenge myself to become a better reader by reading higher level books every night.

•
I will better understand what I’m reading by stopping, thinking, and jotting important information.

•
I will understand my texts by using the illustrations and other text features.

· I will learn how to gather relevant-important details and leave out those that are irrelevant and don’t pertain to the main idea.

· I will carefully consider how and why characters in stories change

· I will understand and explain the authors’ craft (including the use of voice, tone, mood, word choice and figurative language) and consider author’s purpose to better understand how he or she conveys their messages and main ideas.

· I will continue to make sure that my writing about my reading matches the meaningful ideas that I have in my head.
· to me to interpret and “read between the lines.”
· I will make sure to read independently with “just right books” for at least a half hour a day and respond critically to my reading by using at least one high order thinking prompt.

· I will engage in meaningful book conversations-class discussions by coming prepared for post it chats, listen and “piggyback” off my partners’ ideas, complete required reading and utilize high order questions.

WRITING:

· I will produce accurate work by using correct grammar.

· I will use correct conventions by making sure my punctuation is correct.

· I will write an opinion piece on a topic or text by supporting my point of view with reasons,

· I will introduce a topic clearly by grouping related information into paragraphs or sections

· I will develop a topic clearly by including facts, definitions, and quotations.

· I will link  ideas by using specific words and phrases such as “another, for example”

· I will write a concluding paragraph or section by making sure it connects to the topic.

· I will increase my stamina by writing every day at home.

· I will make sure my writing makes sense by rereading it or reading it to a peer.

· I will make sure I meet all the criteria for my written work by using the rubric.

· I will make sure my writing follows correct format, organization and contains proper transitional words-phrases.
· I will write with passion, conviction and authority about topics-issues I care deeply about.
· I will continue to develop my own voice with interesting word choice, figurative language and sense of audience and have my own purpose (reasons for writing the piece).
· I understand that it is not enough to have great ideas. They must be expressed with clarity (be clear) and I must do my best to follow conventions (including punctuation, capitalization, spelling, correct word usage, etc). 
· I will remember the rules of paragraphing and not forget to use them (especially when there is a shift in time or place and each time somebody speaks!)
· In narrative writing, I will make sure I have a balance between narrative and dialogue.
· I will write with more stamina, providing more evidence and details while understanding that it’s not just enough to “know it.” I have to explain what I mean and elaborate.
· Understand and  apply rubrics to different kinds of writing
· Carefully proofread and never hand in a first draft as my assignment or published piece
· Use the various stages of the writing process for all of my published pieces
· I will be cautious with similar-sounding words (like wear, were, where, etc).
· I will use multiple meaning words appropriately 
