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Big Idea Question:
• In what ways does the political system in the United States address the needs of the
• diverse people of the nation?

• NYC Social Studies Scope & Sequence
• The political systems of the Western Hemisphere vary in structure and organization 

across time
• and place.
• • Government Structures and Functions
• – Federalism
• – Three branches: executive, legislative, and judicial
• – U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights

ELA COMMON CORE-SOCIAL STUDIES HISTORY
• RI.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 

when drawing
• inferences from the text.
• RI.5.2: Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are 

supported by key details;
• summarize the text.
• RI.5. 7: Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the 

ability to locate
• an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently.
• SL.5.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacherled)
• with diverse partners on Grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their
• own clearly.
• W.5.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly.

Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and
Supreme Court cases about free speech, free 
expression, and their limitations by using close 
reading strategies. 

ARE STUDENTS PROTECTED BY THE 
CONSTITUTION?
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Interest
– Who believes Americans legally have the right to burn 
the U.S. flag as a means of political protest?

– Who believes Americans do not legally have the right to 
burn the U.S. flag as a means of political

protest?

Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and
Supreme Court cases about free speech, free 
expression, and their limitations by using close 
reading strategies. 

-Who believes Americans legally have the right to shout 
“fire” in a crowded area as a prank? 
– Under the current law, who believes Americans do not 
have the right to shout “fire” in a crowded area as a 
prank? 
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How will we be assessing you? 

How will we know you've got it?

What will you do if you don't understand?

Learning Outcome: I can analyze 
the First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution and
Supreme Court cases about free 
speech, free expression, and their 
limitations by using close reading 
strategies. 
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
government for a redress of grievances. 

Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and
Supreme Court cases about free speech, free 
expression, and their limitations by using close 
reading strategies. 

Read along and take notes  What is this

amendment really about? What freedoms does first 
amendment protect? Turn and talk and then  jot down some 
of your ideas.

Interactive Read-Aloud: FIRST 
AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION(Model)

What are five “freedoms” identified in the First 
Amendment?  

vocabulary words: abridge: to limit, 
petition: to ask, redress:
to correct, grievances: wrongs.
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Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases about
 free speech, free expression, and their limitations 
by using close reading strategies. 

(Model)

LET'S REVIEW CLOSE READING STRATEGIES:

Today, we will use close reading strategies as we ask 
ourselves:
How does this all fit together? How do the protections 
established in the First Amendment of the U.S. Bill of 
Rights fit together? 
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Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases about
 free speech, free expression, and their limitations 
by using close reading strategies. 

The judicial branch is the branch of government 
that interprets local (including school
district policies), state, and national laws and rules 
on their constitutionality. If needed, define
constitutionality as whether something is allowed 
by or in agreement with the constitution.
In this lesson, constitutionality refers to the United 
States Constitution.

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/branchesofgovernment/

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/branchesofgovernment/
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/usgovernment/branchesofgovernment/
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You are going to take on the role of Supreme Court 
justices. Explain by saying, “The Supreme Court is the 
highest court in the country. Presidents nominate (or 
select) appointees and Congress approves them. This is 
important because the political party in power hopes to 
make the legal system reflect their political position by 
appointing judges with their own mindset. On the 
Supreme Court majority rules, so the president and 
Congress want as many judges as possible to reflect 
either the Republican or Democratic viewpoints on cases. 
For this reason, decisions are rarely unanimous. The 
judges use the Constitution to determine their rulings (or 
decisions). It is interesting to see how different people use 
the same document to come to different decisions. 
Someone who represents the majority writes a brief to 
explain their position and often, a dissenter (someone 
who disagrees with the mainstream or accepted view) 
writes a dissenting opinion. This can also be called a 
minority report.” 

Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases about
 free speech, free expression, and their limitations 
by using close reading strategies. 

You will collaborate by reading several real or fictional 
free-speech cases and consider whether the First 
Amendment protects the defendant’s speech. Just like 
actual justices, students write an opinion and support their 
point of view with facts and details. 
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{Rubric}

4
3
2
1

Independent Work

Day 1

1. As teacher reads 
the case facts aloud, 
annotate (read with a 
pen in hand). 
Annotation is a close 
reading strategy that 
can help them 
understand and 
interpret facts and 
information. You can 
underline, jot notes, 
questions, and write in 
the margins. (Refer to 
the Sample Close 
Reading

Strategies Chart.)

With partners, 
complete Can I Say 
That? You Be the 
Supreme Court 
Justice

Day 2

2. Students will 
analyze and interpret 
Cartoon: The Tinkers’ 
Values Conflict and

Cartoon: The Tinker 
Case (1969).   Once 
they complete their 
image analysis, they will  
summarize the case 
based on their 
understanding

of the short reading and 
the cartoons.and 
complete exit ticket for 
the following question 
on a separate piece of 
loose-leaf: 

3+ relevant details on each page
I gave elaborate and well-thought answers
My RA2QE (or RAFT) responses are descriptive, 
clear, and succinct

At least 2 relevant details on each page
I gave relevant answers
My RA2QE (or RAFT) responses are descriptive 
and clear

I attempted at least 1-2 relevant details on each 
page
I attempted to give relevant answers
I attempted to construct a strong response

Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases 
about free speech, free expression, and their 
limitations by using close reading strategies. 

Do you think that the school policy banning armbands 
was fair? Why or why not?

– Did the principal violate the students’ freedom of 
speech protections guaranteed by the

First Amendment?

– The students knew they would be suspended if they 
wore armbands to school and chose

to do so anyway. Why do you think they ignored the 
rule?
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Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases 
about free speech, free expression, and their 
limitations by using close reading strategies. 

With your pen in hand, annotate the 
important facts about this case!!!

Then, discuss: Do you think that the school policy 
banning armbands was fair? Why or why not?

– Did the principal violate the students’ freedom of speech 
protections guaranteed by the

First Amendment?

– The students knew they would be suspended if they wore 
armbands to school and chose

to do so anyway. Why do you think they ignored the rule?(3 
minutes Day 1, 3-5 minutes Day 2)
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Sum It Up! Summary Writing can assess your ability to 
create a short summary based on two texts. • Exit Slip:  
Independently write a paragraph stating your opinion on 
the Tinker Case. Your argument needs to be supported by 
facts and details learned in class. 

Assessment:

Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases 
about free speech, free expression, and their 
limitations by using close reading strategies. 
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Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases about
 free speech, free expression, and their limitations
 by using close reading strategies.

With your teams, choose two cases to o 
discuss, render and record individual 
verdicts, and determine the majority 
ruling. The group’s decision (opinion) 
must be supported with facts and details. 
Consider the following: 
What is the issue(s) central to the conflict?
– Is the speech offensive, distasteful, objectionable, or unpleasant?
– Is the speech a threat to others?
– Is the speech compromising school safety?
– Is the speech obscene or slanderous (untruthful)?
– Is the speech likely to cause a substantial disruption in the 
operation of the school?
– How does the right to free speech conflict with our responsibility to 
consider the rights of others?
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Do you think that the school policy banning armbands was fair? 

Why or why not?

– Did the principal violate the students’ freedom of speech 
protections guaranteed by the

First Amendment?

– The students knew they would be suspended if they wore 
armbands to school and chose

to do so anyway. Why do you think they ignored the rule?(3 
minutes Day 1, 3-5 minutes Day 2)

Closing/Discussion

Complete one of the following prompts:

• The most interesting thing I learned in Social Studies today is ...
• I found ___________ challenging because ...
• In real life, being able to understand the first amendment is 

important because...
• Our First Amendment freedoms protected are protected by...and  

limited by...
• –  First amendment protections aren't absolute because...
• –     First amendment freedoms are central to our nation because...
• –     It's important to be aware of the freedoms afforded by the 

First Amendment because...

Reflection

Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases 
about free speech, free expression, and their 
limitations by using close reading strategies.
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Learning Outcome: I can analyze the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution and Supreme Court cases 
about free speech, free expression, and their 
limitations by using close reading strategies.
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