FEATURE ARTICLE RUBRIC
4-Craft:

· Excellent focus/organization with a specific angle that is clearly evident 
· Writer’s voice is very interesting,  personal and strongly engages the reader
· Article is informative, entertaining and contains  excellent descriptive & figurative language
· Quotes are very meaningful & strongly support the angle of the story 
· Article contains lots of facts but does not all sound like a research report!
· Transitions are smooth, error free and have an appropriate amount of subheadings 
· Photos are appropriate and contain appropriate captions
· There is at least one relevant sidebar
· Excellent and engaging lead/ “big bang” ending
Revision:
· The writer tried new strategies to strengthen the angle and did not merely copy the first draft
Editing:

· There are no (or only one or two) spelling & grammatical errors while verb tenses agree
Publishing/Presentation:

· Piece is very neat, colorful and entirely (or almost completely) error free
· Format was carefully followed (including 2 columns/ headline/ byline/ single spacing but double spacing for new paragraphs/ Comic sans font/ sidebars in text box/bold subheadings)
Craft:

· Good focus/organization while a specific angle  is clearly evident in most of the piece
· Writer’s voice is somewhat interesting,  personal and evident in parts
· Article is somewhat informative, entertaining & tries using descriptive & figurative language
· Quotes are somewhat meaningful & may (or may not) support the angle 
· Article contains some facts and mostly does not sound like a research report!
· Transitions are somewhat smooth,  may have a few errors & at least one subheading 
· Photos are appropriate and contain appropriate captions
· There may or may not be one relevant sidebar
· Acceptable lead and “big bang” ending
Revision:

· The writer tried new strategies to strengthen the angle and did not merely copy the first draft
Editing:

· There are few spelling & grammatical errors while verb tenses agree
Publishing/Presentation:

· Piece is somewhat neat, colorful and has only a few errors
· Format was attempted to be followed. 
2-1-Craft:

· Fair (or poor) focus/organization while angle may not be evident  
· Writer’s voice can be stronger (or much stronger) and more interesting 
· Article should be more (or much more)  informative and entertaining
· Article does not attempt to use descriptive and figurative language
· Quotes are mostly not meaningful & may (or may not) support the angle 
· Article contains some (or few) facts and sounds like a research report!
· Transitions are weak (no subheadings) and may contain several errors
· Photos are not contained or may or may not be appropriate and contain appropriate captions
· There may or may not be one relevant sidebar
· Lead and ending could be stronger

Revision:

· The writer did not try new strategies to strengthen the angle and  merely copied the first draft
Editing:

· There are several spelling & grammatical errors while verb tenses may or may not agree
Publishing/Presentation:

·  Piece could be neater; contains several errors while format wasn’t carefully followed.
· Format may or may not have been attempted to be followed. 
