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5W3.e Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated
experiences or events.
I can write an ending that leaves my reader with something big at
the end by thinking back to what I most wanted or struggled for in
my story and ask, "What is it I want to say to my readers about
this struggle?"
1. Ask, What is my story really, really about? What was I reaching
toward in my story?
2.Think, How can I end the story to show what the story was
really about? (Resolve problems, teach lessons, or make changes
that tie back to the big meaning of your story.)
3. Write it down!
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back to what my story is really about.

Connection

Wilbur never forgot Charlotte. Although he loved her children and
grandchildren dearly, none of the new spiders ever quite took her
place in his heart. She was in a clss by herself. It is not often that
someone comes along who is a true friend and a good writer.
Charlotte was both.

The ending of Charlotte's Web makes me think about the meaning
of the text. I think E.B. White wanted to teach readers that even
though good things cme along in life, like new friends and happy
times, they never quite fill the old holes we have in our hearts. The
ending made me go back and rethink the book in an entirely
different way.
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REVIEW:
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Teach
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Active
Engagement
• Remind yourself what your story is really
about. What were you wanting or
struggling with in your story?
• How might you revise your ending to show
the heart of your story?
• Turn and talk to your partner.
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Link
Turn to a partner. List two
or three other things you
might do to revise today.
When you are working
today, you can work on any
number of revision
strategies we have learned.
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Endings tie up loose ends.
-In the end, does my character get
what he/she wants? Why does this
matter?
-In a story about struggle, ask...
How is this struggle resolved?
Does my character overcome
the challenge or not?
Why does this matter?

Endings Mirror Beginnings
(P. 202 Writing Strategies)
You can choose a phrase or an image to place in
the beginning of the story that you want to repeat
or revisit at the end.
Setting, Series of Words, Image, Structure
1. What is a really important element in my
beginning?
2. How can I come back to it at the end?
3. How will I make sure the beginning and end
MATCH?

"Eleven" by Sandra Cisneros

Beginning
How does the ending
mirror the beginning?
How does this reveal the
meaning of the story?

Ending
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Share

You are each going to have a chance to
share a few lines from your ending. Read it
over now in your head and prepare for how
you will read it. You will want to use your
best storytelling voices.
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Homework
Tonight, try out a different ending for your story, even if your ending feels just
right. Also, spend some time thinking about your lead.
-Does it set readers up to understand what is going to be most important in your
story?
-Does it grab your reader's attention and begin right at the start of the action?
-I'm sending you home with a copy of our chart, "Strategies for Elaborating on
Important Parts."

Strategies for Elaborating on Important Parts
-Slow down the action, telling it bit-by-bit
-Add dialogue
-Give details
-Show small actions
-Add internal thinking
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Teacher Page
Differentiation: Have students that are struggling to go back to the problem
in the story and make sure that the problem is resolved at the end.
Conferring and Small Group Work: Meet with struggling writers to discuss
how endings tie up beginnings. Meet with higher level writers to talk about
how endings can mirror beginnings.
ENLs: Have students act out their endings.
Assessment:
Self-Have students use the class created checklist to assess their success during active
engagement, midworkshop interruption, and share.
Teacher-conferring, collect a table's notebooks for reading, and listen to student's partner
conversations.

Provide strategy sheets detailing today's steps to those students who need
further support organizing their notebooks.
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