Comparative Essay Rubric 

Content 4:

 Writing clearly defines the literary element of choice and accurately identifies where the literary element can be identified in each story 

 Writing clearly and accurately explains how the respective authors of each work use the literary element 

 Writing displays an in-depth analysis of the literary works 

 Writing conveys an in-depth analysis through the use of specific/detailed evidence to support the writer’s main ideas 

Structure/Organization 4:

 Clear introduction, body, and conclusion 

 Logical and coherent sequence of ideas 

 One main idea per paragraph with development (supporting information) 

 Effective use of transitions, creating fluidity of ideas throughout 

 Writing maintains a clear intent and direction relative to validating-supporting the thesis-main idea 

Grammar/Conventions 4:

 Spelling, Punctuation, Capitalization 

 Word choice and usage 

 Sentence structure and variety 

 Avoidance of the use of contractions, 1st

 & 2nd

 person, and past tense (when referring to the action in the literature) 

Attention to Directions 4: 

 Essay is between 4 and 5 paragraphs in length 

 Essay is typed, with 12 size font

 Includes the titles and authors of both story selections 

 Focus is on one literary element between two short stories or a short story and novel
 Focus of the writing is a comparison of the story selections

