

DUE FRIDAY, MAY 9TH
You are to choose any one of the following songs. PLEASE CHOOSE A SONG YOU ARE COMFORTABLE WORKING WITH AND YOU ARE ABLE TO ANALYZE IN-DEPTH. Be sure to print out a copy of the lyrics so it is easier for you to work with the tune. You will answer all of the following questions as completely as possible. Keep in mind all of the work we have been doing in class that pertains to civil rights (book club work, discussions and civil rights webquest analysis). Questions will follow. Here are your songs:

(There’s a)Place in the Sun (Stevie Wonder)

Living in the City (Stevie Wonder)

The Times They Are a Changing (Bob Dylan)

Abraham, Martin & John (Dion)

Keep on Pushing (Curtis Mayfield)

Everyday People (Sly and the Family Stone)

Stand! (Sly and the Family Stone)

We Shall Overcome (Joan Baez)

If I Had a Hammer (Peter, Paul and Mary)

Respect Yourself (The Staple Singers)

Ball of Confusion (Temptations)

Think (Aretha Franklin)

People Got to Be Free (Rascals)

Friendship Train (Gladys Knight & the Pips)
Get Together (Youngbloods)
Please answer as completely, thoughtfully and thoroughly as possible:

a. What emotions and important themes or messages are expressed by the song (lyrics and/or music)? 

b. To whom is the song addressed? (Who is the audience?)
c. What issues, problems, or events are presented in the song? Does the song seem to be written in response to a specific event? 

d. What points of view or attitudes are revealed? (What do you think the songwriter is trying to say and why do you think he or she wrote the song?)
e. What were the circumstances at the time the song was released? (This requires a bit of research which you have already been working on. Just revisit some of the civil rights and music websites).
f. Does this song suggest any solutions to the issues/problems addressed? (In other words, after it identifies a problem. What does it suggest is the solution? Most songs do offer solutions. So read carefully!)
g. How effective is this song as a social protest? 

h. What, if any, relevance does this song have to American society today?
i. What six pillars of character apply here? (Review http://charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html)

j. What types of figurative language are evident? (Metaphor, simile, alliteration, imagery, personification, etc). Identify at least two examples and interpret their meaning.
k. Remember that tone is the writer's attitude toward the subject he or she is writing about. On the other hand, mood is the feeling the reader gets when reading something. Identify the songwriter’s tone in the song. Give at least one piece of evidence to support it. What is the mood? How does the song make you feel and why?
THIS IS A CHALLENGING ASSIGNMENT IN WHICH YOU CAN NOURISH YOUR CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS AND WATCH THE SEEDS OF KNOWLEDGE YOU PLANT GROW AND FLOURISH. GOOD LUCK!

