

Civil rights book clubs: It’s a wrap. Literary essay:  The Growth and Maturation of Phillip Enright OR the Growth and Maturation of Kenny Watson.  DUE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20TH.

We wrote these earlier in the year for the House on Mango Street.  This is such an important task since so many essays will be required of you to do in the future (in all content areas and for state tests and entrance exams including the SAT’s).

You will write a literary essay in which you discuss three important ways in which either Phillip or Kenny or changes and evolves as a result of his gaining maturity as well as insights from their first hand experiences with facing racism and overcoming prejudice and stereotyping. You may also discuss how each one transitions from childish behavior into becoming mature and responsible young men. Show how your main character grows from becoming irresponsible or unaware (about important issues—which you will specify) into turning into  compassionate and fair minded human beings. You also need to deal with the difficult circumstances they faced which made them mature and grow up in the face of adversity and difficult circumstances.

Do not forget the correct essay format:

· Introduction (Abstract):  Discuss what it means to change and/or mature. What does it mean to go from being childish and unaware into becoming a responsible young person who gains intuition and knowledge of human nature? (I strongly recommend you visit quotegarden.com or brainyquotes.com so you can review quotes on what it means to change or mature. You may even want to select a quote or two to use in your essay. But please make sure you give the person credit if you quote him or her. Therefore, you may begin your essay by saying something like this:

· Philosopher Bruce Barton once said, “When you are through changing, you are through.” Therefore, we all experience several changes in our lives that help us transition from carefree children into responsible young people.  DON’T FORGET: YOU DO NOT EVEN MENTION YOUR BOOK OR MAIN CHARACTER IN THE INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH.
· Second paragraph:  Concrete example #1. Begin by stating: In the novel, The Cay, by  Theodore Taylor, the main character Phillip, a young white boy goes through many important changes while stranded on a deserted island with an African American man named Timothy. The first example is when…(State first example). Then explain why it is an important change.
· Third paragraph:  Concrete example #2.  Begin by stating: Another important change Phillip experiences is when…(State example) and tell why this is an important change.
· Fourth paragraph: Concrete example #3.This is your “knock ‘em-sock ‘em” moment. Use your most powerful example. Begin by stating: The most important change Phillip experiences is when…(State change) and tell why this is an important change.
· Fifth paragraph:  Compare and contrast Phillip’s changes/maturation to another main character from another story/novel.  (Text to text). But please make sure you explain how these two characters’ growth/changes are connected.

· Sixth paragraph:  Conclusion.  Restate what it means to change/mature/grow.  You may even want to add another quote about change/maturity/growth. However, make sure the quotes you are using really fit in with the rest of your essay. Don’t just stick one in because it sounds great and does not really have anything to do with what you are writing about!

· Other hint:  Do not hesitate to include relevant song lyrics from our civil rights unit. (Ex: Phillip learns “there is none so blind as he will not see” and explain how this line from Everything is Beautiful relates to Phillip’s growth and maturation).

ALTERNATIVE:

Select an alternate theme from your novel (ex: overcoming prejudice, tolerance, racism, stereotyping, discrimination, friendship, survival, etc) and use the essay format to explore your theme in-depth. Same format. First paragraph is your introduction where you discuss your theme in depth (and use a quote from brainyquote.com or quotegarden.com if you like). Second paragraph is an example of how the theme is relevant in the story. So is the third paragraph. The fourth paragraph is the most important example of how the theme is relevant in your book. The fifth paragraph contains the text to text connection followed by the sixth paragraph which is your conclusion.  If you choose to do the alternative essay, please let your teacher know which theme or big idea you will be exploring.
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	Content
	Each section carefully deals with an important theme from the book and is explored in depth with specific evidence and critical thinking. 
	Each section carefully deals with an important theme from the book and mostly explores the theme in depth with specific evidence and some critical thinking.
	Some sections need to deal more carefully with an important theme from the book. More in depth exploration and specific evidence is needed. More critical thinking should be shown.
	Most or all sections must deal more carefully with an important theme. Exploration is superficial. There is little or no evidence or critical thinking shown.

	Format
	The same theme is dealt with throughout the essay. Each section carefully follows the correct format. (Including: My abstract is clear, contains a famous quote and does not even mention the book. I save my most powerful example for the fourth paragraph.  Plus, I make a relevant text to text connection in the following paragraph).
	Each section mostly follows the correct format. (Ex: I may have mentioned the novel in the abstract). But the body of my essay contains the abstract, followed by three concrete examples—the last one is most powerful, a clear text to text connection and conclusion).
	I could have followed the correct essay format more carefully. (Ex: Certain information may not be where it belongs. I may not have included the text to text paragraph or forgot my conclusion).
	I did not follow the correct essay format carefully. (Ex: Most information is not where it belongs. I am missing several necessary paragraphs or they are mostly in the correct order. I do not have a text to text paragraph, a solid intro and conclusion).

	Evaluation & Synthesis
	Excellent evidence that you gained knowledge and insight from the civil rights unit of study. You deal with an important theme from the book and carefully apply it to another text. You put together several pieces of the “civil rights puzzle” and attempt to make sense of the times and the important issues. You draw interesting and thoughtful conclusions from the book that relate them to real life.
	Good evidence that you gained some important knowledge and insight from the civil rights unit of study. You attempt to deal with an important theme from the book and show evidence of relating it to another text. You attempt to put together several pieces of the “civil rights puzzle” and try to make sense of the times and important issues. You try to draw some interesting and thoughtful conclusions from the book and relate them to real life.
	Better evidence that you gained some important knowledge and insight from the civil rights unit needed. A stronger attempt is needed to deal with an important theme. Evidence should be stronger. More effort is needed in putting together the pieces of the “civil rights puzzle” and you need to try harder to make sense of the times and important issues. More interesting and thoughtful conclusions about the book and real life are needed.
	Little or no evidence that you gained knowledge or insight from the civil rights unit is shown.  A weak attempt is made to deal with an important theme. Evidence is not provided. Little or no effort is made in putting together the pieces of the “civil rights puzzle.” You do not deal with the times and important issues. Poor or no conclusions about the book and real life are provided.

	Mechanics
	I carefully proofread my work and paid careful attention to grammar, word usage, punctuation and capitalization. There are no errors or only one or two minor mistakes.
	I mostly carefully proofread my work and paid attention to grammar, word usage, punctuation and capitalization. There may be one major error or three or four minor mistakes.
	Some of my work should be more carefully proofread. There are two or three major errors and-or several minor ones.
	My work is not carefully proofread. There are several major errors and-or several minor ones.


