CIVIL RIGHTS BOOK CLUBS #3

DUE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21
ALL: Prepare for post it chats AND COME UP WITH AT LEAST ONE OF YOUR OWN HIGH ORDER THINKING QUESTION WITH YOUR OWN THOUGHTS IN RESPONSE TO IT. IN ADDITION, CONTINUE TO NOTE WHAT THE DETAILS OF THE TEXT ARE REVEALING ABOUT THE THEME. ALSO, STOP AND JOT WHAT YOU ARE LEARNING ABOUT THE TIME PERIOD THROUGH THE TEXT. WITH YOUR GROUP MEMBERS, DECIDE ON A “REAL LIFE” QUESTION ABOUT THE TIME PERIOD IN WHICH YOUR STORY TAKES PLACE OR WAS WRITTEN IN (1960’S FOR WATSONS AND THE CAY AND GREAT DEPRESSION FOR BUD. INVESTIGATE THE QUESTION AND BE PREPARED TO SHARE YOUR FINDINGS IN THE NEXT PACKET.
THE WATSONS—READ CHAPTERS 7-8

1. What is your first clue about Byron’s latest misdeed?
2. Why do you think Byron keeps doing things that his parents have forbidden?
3. When Byron misbehaves, who do you think handles the situation better, Mr. or Mrs. Watson? Why?
4. In addition to thinking it is ugly, why does Mrs. Watson object to Byron’s new hairdo?
5. Why do you think Kenny is so eager to have a moustache like his dad?
6. Why do the Watsons think that sending Byron to Alabama will help him to behave better? Why or why not?
THE CAY: CHAPTERS 9-11

1. What event signaled a turning point or complete change in Timothy and Philip’s relationship?
2. Why did Timothy construct a rope path to the beach?
3. Why do you think Timothy was trying to make Philip more independent?
4. What was the relationship between Timothy’s belief in the voodoo religion and Stew Cat? How did Timothy attempt to improve their luck?
5. Why do you think Timothy’s attitude towards Timothy changed?
6. Do you think Timothy was being too hard on Philip or that his training and discipline were necessary? Explain. Do you think that timothy should have expressed more sympathy for Philip? Explain.
BUD, NOT BUDDY-Read Chapters 9-11

1. Bud creates a list of rules to live by. Each rule has a number and each rule is “for having a better life and making a better liar out of yourself.” Why do you think that Bud needs rules to have a better life? Why would ne need rules to make a better liar out of himself? 

2. Explain how these “rules” apply to Bud’s life and to the theme(s) of the story.

3. Describe the significance of each of the following items-places-people and the role it plays in the story: 

· Bud’s suitcase

· The Amos’ shed

· The library

· Hooverville

4. What kind of seed does Bud compare to his idea of finding his father? What is the significance of this comparison?

5. What could happen to a young black boy walking the Michigan streets in the middle of the night during the 1930’s?

6. What is the significance of the following flashback and why do you think the author includes it? “Bud begins checking his suitcase and pulls out the picture of his Momma on a horse. He remembers how she hated riding that horse and having her picture taken. He continues talking about her and the things she used to tell him. Then we read, “I checked out other things in my suitcase and they seemed OK. I felt a lot better.” (page 44).
