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Times have changed since our parents were kids.  Our parents flew on planes with smoking sections, car seats didn’t exist, and It’s The Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown was a slice of Americana.

Now smoking is banned most everywhere, parents need to buy 3 different car seats over the course of a child’s life, and Charlie Brown is no longer appropriate.

My boys are 5 and 2. Young kids.

They’re at the age where words like “stupid” and “dumb” are as bad as a four letter word that rhymes with firetruck.

Halloween is my wife’s favorite season. The first of October brings down the orange bins with pumpkins and decorations all over the house. Window clings cover the kitchen, and she proudly saunters off to work each day with a different pumpkin themed sock under her warm fall boots.

So it was with great excitement that we gathered around the tv last year to celebrate the best of the season with a fun holiday classic – It’s The Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown.

It only took a few minutes before my wife and I looked at each other, mouths dropped. This was not appropriate viewing for children. In fact, it’s terrible.

The show is riddled with the kids calling each other stupid, dumb, and blockheads. There is continuous teasing and bullying. Charlie Brown is supposed to be the hero, instead he is kicked and demeaned at every turn, even by the adults giving out candy.

Apart from being a cartoon, and having kids in costume, there’s nothing of value for children in the show. Linus’ blind faith in a Great Pumpkin is never rewarded other than to promise Charlie Brown he’ll try again next year.

In just a few weeks, we’ll crank up the Vince Guaraldi Trio‘s Charlie Brown Christmas album (another fave of my wife), but we’ll skip the tv special there too. The kids are non-stop in their abuse of Charlie Brown. Even the great climax where they decorate Charlie Brown‘s lame tree and make it great is punctuated with a “even though you’re a blockhead” dig from the kids.

Don’t even get me started on Snoopy‘s World War I flying ace alter ego and the crazy, bloody war imagery that follows as a subplot. This is a show for kids?

No. The “specials” merely underline bullying, and accept it as a regular part of growing up. Charlie Brown is always an outsider, the cool kids continue to play tricks, and nobody is ever held to account. In an era of hashtags like #RIPAmandaTodd, these types of attitudes are no longer appropriate.

Time marches on, opinions and attitudes evolve and change. Some things are better left in the past, it’s time for new classics. New themes and specials for a modern holiday. When It’s The Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown is on tv this week or next, skip it – take your kids to see Hotel Transylvania instead.

I Don’t Think Watching “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!” Will Turn My Sons Into Bullies.
By Denise Schipani on October 26, 2012 | 17 Responses



Linus gets disappointed by the Great Pumpkin, Charlie gets a rock, and Sally gets mad. Aaaaand, that’s childhood!

Just read a blog post onBabble.com that decries the latest danger that must be kept from our kids. Ready? It’s Charlie Brown. Well, specifically, “It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown!”, because this 46-year-old* piece of beloved Americana threatens to turn your kid into a bad-mouther at best, and a bully at worst. Or something.

The writer, Buzz Bishop, describes in the post, titled “It’s Time to Retire, Charlie Brown,” that when he and his Halloween-mad wife sat down for their annual viewing of the show with their five- and 12-year-old sons, they suddenly realized that, uh-oh, this has to go on the trash heap of history, along with smoking sections in planes and cars without a five-point-harness car seat.

Okay. Deep breath. Here goes.

I feel bad for poor old Charlie, who gets rocks in his candy bag on Halloween. I feel bad for Linus’ continual disappointment, and even for Sally, who forgoes trick or treating to stick with Linus in the pumpkin patch (choosing love over candy!). I feel bad that Charlie is sneered at by friends and adults, as he does in every Charles M. Shulz comic strip and TV special. I felt bad for him when I was a kid, too (even though I also laughed because, you know, it’s funny). But it was then and still is clear to me that actually calling someone a blockhead is not nice. It was also clear to me then, as it is now (and as it is to my sons, who thanks to the fact that we own the DVD have now seen the show many more times than I ever did), that watching kids be mean on TV doesn’t automatically translate into them being mean in real life.

Unless Bishop’s sons live in a bubble (and judging from the few comments I read on his blog post, he’s been amply accused of trying to keep them bubble-wrapped, which is possibly unfair), they’re heard worse than “blockhead” in their young lives. And if they’re like my sons, they’ve lobbed worse than blockhead at each other. My boys call each other dumb-ball and idiot about as often as they use each other’s given names. They’d also rise to their dumb-ball brother’s defense in a hot minute, should someone else threaten. They are also, I’m quick to add, admonished and told they’re being mean when they are, you know, being mean. 
That’s my job – to tell them that that sort of speech is not right. But it’s not my job to keep them from ever hearing kids call each other bad things. Especially when it’s fictional and animated! Was it not clear to Bishop or his wife that Charlie has good friends who love him, even if they call him a blockhead?

If we can only let our kids consume entertainment that’s bathed in hyper-niceness, all we’re left with is Caillou.

One other thing: Bishop says that Charlie Brown has nothing of value to offer our kids. Does everything have to have social value? Does everything have to be a school assembly about bullying? Can we give our kids the benefit of the doubt and assume that (especially if we help them) they can understand the difference between Lucy calling Charlie a blockhead, and how calling real-life kid a blockhead is not cool?

 

· I looked it up: “It’s the Great Pumpkin” first aired in October, 1966. I was four months old!

Good Grief, Charlie Brown.

This article sparked my interest yesterday.  Then I read this guy’s post, and now I have something to say.  DadCamp sat down with his family to watch a special that he and his wife probably would have considered a Halloween classic when,oh the horror!, Charlie Brown is teased by friends and gets a few rocks in his Halloween bag.




They have now banned this iconic show as well as all other Charlie Brown specials because they do not want to expose their children to “bullying”.  While I understand that bullying has been put in the spotlight and there have been some terrible cases of extreme bullying, there is definitely a difference between bullying and teasing amongst friends.

DadCamp’s reaction to the tv special set me on edge.  I called my mom and asked her if she thought I learned to be a bully from Charlie Brown.  While I don’t have children of my own, I know that I am 27 years old and have watched this TV special for as long as I can remember and that it didn’t teach me to be a bully.  While Charlie seems to get quite a few rocks, he is still out with his friends.  Sure, he’s called Blockhead but I can think of a song or two that many kids hear that call people worse things.  If a child is not exposed to a little bit of cartoon teasing vs. bullying how will they know the difference?  Also, I feel that if parents see a situation in a cartoon or real life that shows a little bit of the real world that makes them uncomfortable, then maybe it’s a good opportunity for a teaching moment with their family.  If you don’t want your kids teasing their friends because of their costume choice, make sure that you let them know.  Don’t leave it up to the tv special to be the last word.  The Charlie Brown specials are great at illustrating life lessons, good friends, and a little classic Americana.  Would you rather have your kids (or grown children with their kids) sit down with you to watch Linus wait for the Great Pumpkin or wait until you go to bed to watch some slasher movie?

While I don’t want to tell anyone how to parent I do want to say one thing to DadCamp.  Good Grief, it’s just Charlie Brown!

Make sure you watch the Charlie Brown election special!  No really, it existsand I own it on DVD.
Deb
7:56 am on Saturday, October 27, 2012
I always thought that it was exactly the other way around; that Schultz' work made us have sympathy for those bullied. After all, Charlie is the hero of the stories, not Lucy.

For example, in the Christmas one, Charlie and Linus, the bullied, turn the tables on the others and make them see what the real spirit and meaning of Christmas is. They all pitch in to make the tree look good and they are all nice to Charlie, the one who had been bullied.

Some people feel that the mere appearance of a bad thing in children's literature means that the author condones that bad thing. It does not. Accuracy is not advocacy. If one writes about a tragic historical event, that does not mean that one condones the tragedy, for example, writing about the various genocides that have occured in the 20th century does not mean that one condones genocide. Quite the reverse! Nor does the appearance of bullying in a book or movie mean that the author condones it.

The whole point of Peanuts has always been to teach loving kindness - Schultz's work is infused with his Christian faith. In fact, a minister wrote a book to that effect in the 1960s. then travelled around the country doing "chalk talks" about the series. I remember seeing this talk and liking it although I did not have much time for organized religion then.

Why is it that no one objects to the Hunger Games, which depicts the murder of children, but picks on The Great Pumpkin? I find that to be quite a conundrum.

 

