

DUE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3

To learn more about the history of political cartoons, visit: http://www2.truman.edu/parker/research/cartoons.html
To view some of the best political cartoons go to:

www.cagle.com
Political cartoons use pictures and words to denounce (put down) a political action or person.  They use words and symbols to let the reader identify characters. They use exaggeration and symbolism to get their message across.  The following are all the persuasive techniques cartoonists use:

· Symbolism:  Cartoonists use simple objects or symbols to stand for larger concepts or ideas. After you identify the symbols in a cartoon, think about what the cartoonist intends each symbol to stand for. 

· Exaggeration/Caricature:  Sometimes cartoonists overdo it or exaggerate by using caricature. The physical characteristics of people are things are exaggerated in order to make a point. When you study a cartoon, look for any characteristics that seem overdone or overblown.  (Facial characteristics and clothing are some of the most commonly exaggerated characteristics.  We see a great example of caricature on cartoon #1 of the youth obesity issue. Also, notice in cartoon #5, how President Bush’s ears are blown up). Give example from current packet.

· Labeling:  Cartoonists often label objects or people to make it clear exactly what they stand for. Watch out for different labels that appear in a cartoon and ask yourself why the cartoonist chose to label that particular person or object. Does the label make the meaning of the object clearer?

· Analogy:  This is a comparison between two unlike things that share some characteristics. By comparing a complex issue with a more familiar one, cartoonists see the issue in a different light. After you have studied a cartoon for a while, try to decide what the cartoon’s main analogy is. What two situations does the cartoon compare? Once you understand the main analogy, decide if this analogy makes the cartoonist’s point clearer to you. 

· Irony:  Irony refers to a situation in which the outcome is the opposite of what you expected or means the opposite of what was intended.  For example, an animal rights activist wearing leather shoes is ironic because leather comes from animals and you wouldn’t expect an animal rights activist to use leather. Irony is the difference between the way things are and the way things should be, or the way they are expected to be. See if you can find the irony in the situation the cartoon is depicting. Think about what point the irony might be intended to emphasize. Does the irony help the cartoonist express his or her opinion more effectively?  For instance, there was once a two panel political cartoon. In the first panel, the kids were watching the news that featured a government report on how violent video games are being marketed to children. In the second, panel, the two kids are playing a video game in which one kid says, “You get 400 points to blow his head off.”

Here are the five questions you will answer for each cartoon you choose to analyze:

1. What is the event or issue that inspired the cartoon?

2. Are there any real people in the cartoon? Who is portrayed in the cartoon?

3. Are there any symbols in the cartoon?

4. What is the cartoonist’s opinion about the topic portrayed in the cartoon?

5. Do you agree or disagree with the cartoonist’s opinion? Why or why not?

You will choose four of the following cartoons to analyze and  answer five questions for each cartoon. You will then create your own single or double paneled cartoon that denounces (puts down) a current situation and makes an important point. Or it can strongly advocate for a point you wish to make. Your cartoon must utilize at least one of the techniques we discussed. Your cartoon should be based on an important issue in the news including:

· Election news

· Economic Hardship

· North Korea’s nuclear experiments

· War in Iraq

· Violence in schools

· Violence on television/Too much television?

· Enough down-time for kids?

· Economy

· Childhood obesity

· Environment

Visit It’s No Laughing Matter: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/learn/features/political_cartoon/index.html
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