

ALL: REMEMBER TO FOCUS ON THE FOLLOWING THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL: (CARL HIASSEN AUTHOR STUDY: HOOT, FLUSH AND SCAT). TASK: During the next two weeks, you and your reading partner will read another novel that is about a main character who demonstrates a commitment to the environment. As you read your book, pay extra close attention to the following:

· Identifying two important themes that emerge in the story. Make sure you stop and jot important events that relate to the story’s themes-main ideas. Consider what the life lesson is that the reader learns and what evidence-events support that life lesson. 

· (Remember key words and phrases that relate to a particular theme will be repeated throughout the book. Character’s words, actions along with things other characters say about main character and how they respond-act towards them also help reveal themes).So look for these, too!

· Identify how and why the main character changes. Consider what event brings about the change. What important life decision is the main character faced with? What choice does he or she make? How does that choice impact the main character and others?

· Look at how figurative language (metaphors, similes and personifications) are used. Consider why they are used in the story—and what they reveal about setting, characters or relationships.

HOOT: READ CHAPTERS 4-6-Read to find out whether Roy finds the running boy.

1. Why do you think Beatrice did not react aggressively when Roy spoke to her in the cafeteria?

2. Do you think Roy should discuss his interest in the running boy with his parents? Why or why not?

3. Why do you think Beatrice was harassing Roy?

4. Jot down any new knowledge about the burrowing owls’ habitat. Find out whether there is any other species of owl that is endangered and why.

5. What is the cliffhanger at the end of chapter six?

6. Explain the meaning along with relevance of the following simile to the story, “Roy just wanted to blend in quietly and not be noticed, like a bug on the riverbank.” What was Roy being compared to and why?

7. Stop and jot two new vocabulary words. Try to figure out the meaning using context clues. Then compare to dictionary definition.

8. What did you read? What did you learn? What questions do you have?

SCAT: READ CHAPTERS 4-6:

1. How do you think the other teachers, Mr. Neal and Miss Moffitt, felt when they found out that Mrs. Starch hadn’t returned?

2. Peculiar means strange or weird. What peculiar stories were the teachers saying about her home?

3. What does Libby’s asthma inhaler showing up mean about Mrs. Starch? How does Libby feel about this?
4. What was the problem with the Trapwick School and why was the name changed?
5. What was very peculiar about the rat on Mrs. Starch’s porch?
6. When Nick asks “How bad?” his mom doesn’t tell him. What do you think this means?
7. Stop and jot two new vocabulary words. Try to figure out the meaning using context clues. Then compare to dictionary definition.

8. What did you read? What did you learn? What questions do you have?

FLUSH: READ CHAPTERS 4-6:

1. “Only the best are bullied.” (Tim Field). Do you agree with this quote? Why or why not?
2. The novel mentions several types of fish and fish lures. Find out more about the following: snook, mangrove snapper, whitebucktail and finger mullet.
3. How do both chapters four and five end as cliffhangers?
4. There are two types of conflict evident in this story: character vs. character—between Noah’s family and his father. Explain and provide textual evidence to identify this conflict. There is also an external conflict of Noah vs. nature (the environment). Explain how this type of conflict is evident and provide textual evidence to support your claims.
5. What did you think of the way Noah reacted when confronted by Jasper? What inspired him to respond the way he did? What would you have done? 
6. How did talk of divorce impact Noah and Abbey?

7. Stop and jot two new vocabulary words. Try to figure out the meaning using context clues. Then compare to dictionary definition.

8. What did you read? What did you learn? What questions do you have?

