

All: 

· Be prepared to discuss packet number three.

· Be prepared to discuss all of the following questions. Make sure you have jotted your ideas down:

1. Identifying two important themes that are emerging in the story. Make sure you stop and jot important events that relate to the story’s themes-main ideas. Consider what the life lesson is that the reader learns and what evidence-events support that life lesson.  You may add on to this as you finish the book.
2. Remember key words and phrases that relate to a particular theme will be repeated throughout the book. Character’s words, actions along with things other characters say about main character and how they respond-act towards them also help reveal themes. So look for these, too! (Okay. This is just jotting down some text evidence that relates to main ideas. But try to focus on characters’ relationships with each other including what they think about each other and how they relate to each other. Also, are there any key words and phrases that keep emerging that relate to main idea?) Y
3. Identify how and why the main character is changing. Consider what event brings about the change. What important life decision is the main character is faced with? What choice does he or she make? How does that choice impact the main character and others?

4. Look at how figurative language (metaphors, similes and personifications) are used. Consider why they are used in the story—and what they reveal about setting, characters or relationships. Try to find at least two solid examples to explore.



All: Continue adding on to the above questions.

HOOT: Read chapters 13-18.

1. What do you think Roy’s mother meant when she said to him, “The line isn’t clear between what’s right and what’s wrong; your heart tells you to do one thing and your brain will tell you to do something different. In the end, all that’s left is to look at both sides and go with your best judgment? How does this quote fit in with the main idea of the story? Have you ever been faced with a dilemma similar to Roy’s? If so, explain.

2. Why do you think Mullet Fingers took Roy to his “hidden sanctuary?”

3. Do you think Roy can help the birds without breaking the law? Explain.

4. “A pale sliver of moon peeked over the rooftops.” What is being personified? How does this help you visualize the scene? What is the significance of this quote?

5. Do you think Roy should place himself at risk by becoming involved with Mullet Fingers and his cause? Explain.

6. Why do you think Mullet would not accept help from Beatrice and Roy?

7. Identify one of the important conservation-environmental issues raised in this novel. Do some research. Describe it in your own words in one long or two short paragraphs. Describe how it connects to the story and add on your own thinking-ideas about the issue.

8. Stop and jot two new vocabulary words. Try to figure out the meaning using context clues. Then compare to dictionary definition.

9. What did you read? What did you learn? What questions do you have?
Scat: Read through chapter 16
1. Pretend to be one of the main characters. Describe how you are feeling at this point and justify some of your important actions-behaviors. How do you feel about yourself, what you are doing and why?
2. Choose the same or another character. Describe how other people might see or feel about them. (Be specific).

3. If you were advising Duane Scrod on how to handle his situation with the law, what specific advice would you give him?

4. How would you describe Nick’s relationship with his dad? How does he feel about his decision to join the arms reserve? How is he coping with his father’s disability?

5. Identify one of the key conservation issues raised in this novel (including protecting endangered species, destruction of wild habitats, exotic animal trading and issues around oil drilling). Provide some background information in your own words in one long or two short paragraphs and explain how this issue relates to the book. Also, add your own thinking about your new learning.

6. Explain how and why Mrs. Starch and Smoke are two “unlikely soulmates on a mission.” Describe the mission and why are they an unlikely pair.

7. How is Nick’s opinion of Mrs. Starch changing?

8. Stop and jot two new vocabulary words. Try to figure out the meaning using context clues. Then compare to dictionary definition.

9. What did you read? What did you learn? What questions do you have?
Flush: Read through chapter 15.
1. When Noah’s dad tells him about his change of heart, Noah says, “I sure didn’t want Dad to make himself into a while different person.” Why do you think he didn’t want to see this happen?
2. The novel says that after Shelley hit the man in the speedboat with an empty beer can it was dented. Do you think this is realistic? Why or why not?

3. Write a brief synopsis (summary) of the altercation (argument) Noah and Abbey had with Jasper and Bull.

4. Noah decides to use the Word, Geronimo to let his sister know if he is in trouble. He tells her that it was an expression he once heard in a movie, but Geronimo was also a famous Apache chief. List three important facts about Geronimo.

5. We have already read about a number of important conflicts in this novel. (person vs. person, person vs. self, person vs. nature, person vs. society and person vs. fate). Describe and identify two conflicts from this story.

6. Mark Twain once wrote, “Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not absence of fear.” Do you think Mark Twain is right? Explain. How does this relate to this story?

7. Identify one of the key conservation issues raised in this novel (including protecting endangered species, destruction of wild habitats, exotic animal trading and issues around oil drilling). Provide some background information in your own words in one long or two short paragraphs and explain how this issue relates to the book. Also, add your own thinking about your new learning.

8. Stop and jot two new vocabulary words. Try to figure out the meaning using context clues. Then compare to dictionary definition.

9. What did you read? What did you learn? What questions do you have?
