

· FINISH THE BOOKS. WE WILL HAVE TWO FINAL DISCUSSIONS. THIS IS FOR PART ONE. PART TWO FOLLOWS. PART ONE IS DUE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10. PART TWO IS DUE FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14th.

· PART ONE: DUE MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD,:

HOOT:

1. Did you think Roy should have placed himself at risk by becoming involved with Mullet Fingers and his cause? Why or why not?
2. Why do you think Mullet Fingers would not accept help from Beatrice and Roy?
3. What does the burrowing owl symbolize?
4. How was the government implicated in the owl cover up?
5. Why do you think Roy’s father granted his son permission to go to the groundbreaking ceremony?
6. Do you think that a group of students could stop commercial development as was accomplished in this novel? Why or why not? Would you ever participate in such a cause? Explain.
7. At Mother Paula’s groundbreaking ceremony, Beatrice’s soccer teammates had signs that said:
· MOTHER PAULA DOESN’T GIVE A HOOT ABOUT OWLS!

· BIRD KILLERS GO HOME!

· SAVE THE OWLS, BURY THE BUTTERMILKS!

· USE THESE THREE SLOGANS TO COME UP WITH THREE NEW SLOGANS. CHOOSE ONE AND CREATE A MINI POSTER ON 8X11 PAPER WITH IMAGES AND DESIGNS.

· PRETEND YOU ARE A NEWSPAPER REPORTER WHO IS ASSIGNED TO THE MOTHER PAULA GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY. WRITE AN ARTICLE ABOUT THE DEMONSTRATION. WRITE IN THIRD PERSON NARRATIVE WITH PRETEND QUOTES FROM CHARACTERS. BE SURE TO INCLUDE WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHEN, WHY AND HOW. PREPARE IN A PUBLICATION FORMAT WITH A PHOTO AND CAPTION.

· LITERATURE DISCUSSION:

1. How are you like the main character? How are you different?

2. Do you find the characters in the story realistic? Why or why not?

3. Which character did you like the most and the least? Why.

4. Who else would like to read this story? Why?

5. What two questions would you like to ask the author about this story and why?

6. I thought it was funny when…

7. I was angry when…

8. I would have liked to have seen…

9. The main character learned that.

10. I learned that…

SCAT-PART one final:

1. Explain how Nick changed during the course of the story.
2. How did his opinion of Mrs. Starch change and why?
3. Issue: Bullying. At what point in the novel does the reader know that Smoke isn’t really a bully? Contrast it to the way that Mrs. Starch bullies her students to the way she treats the baby panther. What is the difference between bullying and blackmail? How does Mrs. Winship use blackmail to help her grandson and son in law? Discuss Drake’s attempt at blackmail. Why doesn’t it work for him?
4. Issue: Courage: Who is the most courageous and why? How does Smoke display one type of courage at the beginning of the story and another at the end when he stands up to Mrs. Starch? What do Smoke and Mrs. Starch teach Nick and Marta about courage?
5. Issue: Sacrifice: Nick’s father joins the army reserves in order to have extra money to send Nick to Truman School. What is his ultimate sacrifice? Explain what Nick, Marta, Smoke and Mrs. Starch sacrifice to save the panther cub. What is the irony of Nick breaking his right arm?
6. Issue-abandonment: What is abandonment? Discuss Smoke’s feelings of abandonment. How do these feelings contribute to his past criminal record? How is his dedication to reuniting the panther and her kitten related to his own feelings of abandonment? Mrs. Starch also deals with abandonment. How does she deal with her feelings? What other characters deal with this issue? How has this shaped the way they live?
7. Write an article after the students return from Black Vine Swamp having successfully saved the Panthers. Create a catchy headline. Use quotes and research from the story and from research you have done about the Panthers. Publish as an article in two column format. Include a photo and caption.
8. LITERATURE DISCUSSION:

a. How are you like the main character? How are you different?

b. Do you find the characters in the story realistic? Why or why not?

c. Which character did you like the most and the least? Why.

d. Who else would like to read this story? Why?

e. What two questions would you like to ask the author about this story and why?

f. I thought it was funny when…

g. I was angry when…

h. I would have liked to have seen…

i. The main character learned that.

j. I learned that…

FLUSH: PART one final 

1. Remember there are different conflicts in stories including character vs. self, character vs. nature, character vs. fate, character vs. character and character vs. society. Choose two that you think are mostly found in this story and explain how and why.

2. Compare Noah with another important character from the story. Explain at least three important similarities and differences.

3. The climax usually occurs at the most exciting or important part of the story. Where do you think the climax of this story occurred and why?

4. What was ironic about Paine’s statement, “I think the counseling has helped Noah, honestly I do?”

5. Why was Dusty able to get off with such a light sentence?

6. Why did Noah’s dad get a check for $1000?

7. What was your impression about the way the story ended? Why? Would you have changed anything? Explain.

8. Imagine you are a newspaper reporter at the time and place of Flush. Write a third person narrative newspaper article about the important events from the story. Include quotes from the characters. Try to also include real information about the ecological problem presented in the story (research!) Include a photo-caption and present in two column format so it looks like a real article.

9. LITERATURE DISCUSSION:

a. How are you like the main character? How are you different?

b. Do you find the characters in the story realistic? Why or why not?

c. Which character did you like the most and the least? Why.

d. Who else would like to read this story? Why?

e. What two questions would you like to ask the author about this story and why?

f. I thought it was funny when…

g. I was angry when…

h. I would have liked to have seen…

i. The main character learned that.

j. I learned that…

PART TWO: DUE FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH EVERYONE:
· Be prepared to discuss all of the following questions and write your ideas down. 

8. Identifying two important themes that emerged in the story. Make sure you stop and jot important events that related to the story’s themes-main ideas. Consider what the life lesson is that the reader learns (try to avoid clichés) and what evidence-events support that life lesson.  

9. Compare and contrast the main character in this story to another main character. Give specific examples as to how they are the same and how they are different. (You may wish to compare to another character that took a stand for the environment or another important cause. But these should be fictional characters).

10. Compare and contrast the book’s main idea-theme to another story with a similar theme-main idea. Give specific examples as to how they are the same and how they are different.
11. Remember key words and phrases that relate to a particular theme will be repeated throughout the book. Character’s words, actions along with things other characters say about main character and for these, too! (Okay. This is just jotting down some text evidence that relates to main ideas. But try to focus on characters’ relationships with each other including what they think about each other and how they relate to each other. Also, are there any key words and phrases that keep emerging that relate to main idea?) 
12. Identify how and why the main character changes. Consider what event brings about the change. What important life decision is the main character is faced with? What choice does he or she make? How does that choice impact the main character and others?

13. Look at how figurative language (metaphors, similes and personifications) are used. Consider why they are used in the story—and what they reveal about setting, characters or relationships. Try to find at least two solid examples to explore. JOT DOWN AT LEAST TWO IMPORTANT EXAMPLES AND EXPLAIN HOW THEY RELATE TO THE MAIN IDEA OF THE STORY.

14. In Hoot, one of the main characters began to sing, “This Land is Your Land, which was composed by Woody Guthrie. http://www.woodyguthrie.org/Lyrics/This_Land.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wxiMrvDbq3s
Write your personal response. What does it make you think about and why?
Find out what causes the original song supported. Why was it originally written? What other causes adopted the song and why? What causes might support it now in our local and world community and why? 
15. How has this book made you think about other ecological causes? How has it made you think about the roles of individual people and the government in these issues-causes? Try to be specific. What conclusions-theories have you drawn or how has your thinking changed about advocating for the environment based on reading this story? 

16. How does this story fit into the theme of kids making a difference? Explain and elaborate on your thinking.

