BOOK CLUBS PROMPTS:

USE THESE PROMPTS TO RESPOND, QUESTION AND THEORIZE ABOUT WHAT YOU HAVE READ.  YOU CAN USE ANY OF THESE PROMPTS AT ANY POINT IN THE BOOK (BEGINNING, MIDDLE, ENDING AND AFTER READING)

MAKING PERSONAL CONNECTIONS:
· What did the story remind you of?

· Tell about at least one connection that you can make personally with the characters or story.  Do you have some shared interest, feeling or experience?  Are you like or different from one of the characters/

· What kind of reader would like this book?

· Is there any character in this story/book like you?  How is this character like you?

· Is there a character who would make a good friend?

· Compare and contrast at least two characters to yourself, your family or your friends.

IDENTIFYING IMPORTANT ELEMENTS:

· What are one or two of the most important ideas from this story?
· What was the author trying to tell you about life with this story?
· What do you think was the most important or most interesting part of this story?
· Who do you think was the most important character?  Why was this character important?
· As you get into your novel, you should get to know the main character.  Describe the person physically, but also give examples of how she or he feels and what he or she does.
· Choose a character in the book who is important but not the main character.  Describe this person, explain her or his relationship to the main character and tell why he or she is important in the story.
· What surprised you in this story?  Why was this a surprise?  What did you expect instead?
· Does the title fit the story?  Why or why not?
EXPRESSING FEELINGS ABOUT THE STORY:

· How did the story make you feel?  Tell what parts made you feel this way.
· Why do you think other students might or might not enjoy reading this story?
· Would you recommend this book to someone else?  Why or why  not?
· Would you read another book by this author?  Why or why not?
· What was going through your mind as you read this story?
· What was your favorite part of the story?  Why is it your favorite?
· What characters did you like best or least?  Why?
· Did your feelings change as you read this story?  How?
NOTICING THE AUTHOR’S CRAFT:

· If the author of the book were in our class right now, what would you say or ask that person?

· If you could change this book, how would you change it?

· Is anything in this book strange or weird?  Why do you think the author put that in the story?

· Did the author write this book in a special way (for example, lots of visual images, flashbacks, use of foreshadowing, symbolism, told in first person, etc)?  Do you think that made the story better?  Explain.

· Why do you think the author wrote this story?
