                                              “Boar Out There: HAVING COMPASSION FOR ALL  LIVING THINGS
                                               “Every Living thing has feelings.”
We have all heard the old cliché, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.” For example, in  Beauty and the Beast, we learn that the Beast is really a kind, compassionate being, despite his unattractive outward appearance. Belle learns to look beneath the surface to see his true, beautiful character and the two are able to live “happily ever after.” At first, the story “Boar Out There” by Cynthia Rylant, seems to be about not prejudging a wild boar for whom the entire town fears.  Jenny, the main character feels the same as everyone else in her town about a boar, but she and the boar have a brief encounter that reminds her not to make “fore- drawn” conclusions.  So we learn later on that this story is really about having compassion for all living things and realizing that people and things that we fear may be just as afraid of us.
           In “Boar Out There,” Jenny is curious about a wild boar but also scared of him like everyone else in town. On page 1 the author notes,” Everyone in Glen Morgan knew there was a wild boar in the woods over by the Miller farm.” I don’t think Jenny feels that it is right to have a very different opinion and she feels like she has to go along with other people’s fearful judgment about the wild boar.  She is also curious because Cynthia Rylant chose to repeat “boar out there” over and over again. We can see Jenny is intrigued by the boar as , “She hooks her chin over the top rail of the fence and whispers, Boar out there.”(pg. 18)  Furthermore, she is afraid of the boar as the author notes, “The boar was there somewhere, between those awful trees, and his dark green eyes waited for someone. Jenny felt it was she.”
 Later on, Jenny and the boar have a brief encounter. Jenny goes behind the Black Dodge, where no one else had gone before, into the woods where she finally finds the boar! (pg. 17-18) The real turning point is when Jenny finds out that the boar isn’t very scary, “High in the trees a Blue Jay yelled, the boar wildly flung its head in terror.” This makes me realize that this poor animal is probably just as afraid of her and other creatures as she is of him.
                This encounter reminds Jenny not to prejudge other creatures. Jenny still looks over the fence, looks for the boar, and thinks about him. Jenny is also still curious about the boar. “She leans on the fence, looking into the trees”(pg. 18).  Jenny also has a lot of sympathy for the boar by repeating  that “She is sorry” over and over again. “She is sorry for the torn ears of the boar and sorry that he has no golden horn. But mostly she is sorry that he lives in fear of Blue Jays and little girls, when everyone in Glenn Morgan lives in fear of him” (pg. 18).  In conclusion, Jenny is sympathetic for the boar now that she has seen him.

        From this short story I am reminded once again to have compassion for all living things and that even people or creatures that  we are afraid of, may have similar insecurities and be just as afraid of us. In “Boar Out There,” Jenny learns that you can never be sure of something, until you have experienced it  for yourself.  In addition, I have learned from this story that you don’t always have to go along with other people’s pre-conceptions about others. Don’t judge someone or something until you get to know it yourself!
